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Description and Benefit   
The I-70 Cave Springs to Fairgrounds Project was planned to improve safety and reduce congestion 
in a 4-mile section of the I-70 corridor in St. Charles County. Data showed major congestion and 
almost 3,000 crashes especially in the interchanges during the 5-year analysis period. One option to 
reduce the congestion and improve safety was to convert the two-way outer roads to one-way outer 
roads. The residents and business owners were extremely concerned that this change would 
significantly alter their community and organized in opposition to the project. MoDOT paused the 
project to take time to listen to the community, resulting in a new goal of the project: improving 
local connectivity in addition to safety and mobility. By creating the Public Opposition to Support 
innovation, the result was a solution that is estimated to reduce crashes by 40% and congestion by 
22% all while enhancing the connections to local destinations. By pausing the project and practicing 
radical public involvement, MoDOT was able to complete the project with public support and 
provide a solution that met both MoDOT’s and the community’s goals. Without the community’s 
support, this project could have been canceled, leaving the existing congestion indefinitely.      
 
For More Information Contact  
St. Louis District – Design 
Anastasia Smith at Anastasia.Smith@modot.mo.gov or 314-453-5084. 
 
St. Louis District – Communications 
Jack Wang at Jack.Wang@modot.mo.gov or 314-648-9783. 
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