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December 12, 2025 

Ms. Ashley Buechter, PE, Local Program Administrator 
Missouri Department of TransportaƟ on
105 W. Capitol Avenue Jeff erson City, Missouri 65102

Dear Ms. Buechter:

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc. (CMT) is proud of our nearly 40-year MoDOT project 
porƞ olio and considers your state agency as one of our favorite clients; we have 
been able to work on so many transformaƟ onal projects! CMT wants to conƟ nue 
our trusted relaƟ onship and are naturally drawn to being a part of MoDOT’s 
professional services team who can provide on-call MulƟ modal Rail and Freight 
services. Our reputaƟ on for credibility and quality deliverables related to planning 
for mulƟ ple transportaƟ on modes has proven to streamline the decision-making 
processes and deliver innovaƟ ve soluƟ ons that advance MoDOT’s mission to 
provide a world-class transportaƟ on experience that is safe, innovaƟ ve, reliable, 
and dedicated to serving customers for a prosperous Missouri.

CMT has been in the transportaƟ on fi eld since our incorporaƟ on in 1946. We 
have conƟ nually served federal, state, and local governments during that Ɵ me 
span, providing transportaƟ on engineering services, including transportaƟ on 
planning. Since 1983, when CMT opened an office in Missouri, we have provided 
engineering services throughout the state of Missouri, including our primary client, 
MoDOT. CMT offers its excellent reputaƟ on in transportaƟ on planning services for 
state and local governments. CMT has a well-experienced team that understands 
how to achieve goals while ensuring compliance with relevant regulaƟ ons. CMT 
has mulƟ ple team members with experience in state DOT and local transportaƟ on 
planning and who are adept at understanding regulaƟ ons and requirements. These 
team members have consistently demonstrated their ability to understand state 
and federal regulaƟ ons, resulƟ ng in outstanding project development outcomes. 
In addiƟ on, CMT also has an excellent history of strategically idenƟ fying and 
engaging the right transportaƟ on stakeholders, from the public to special interests. 
Engagement of the right stakeholders is criƟ cal to the success of each project, 
ensuring that desired outcomes are achieved and that aff ected parƟ es know their 
voices were heard and taken into account as the project is developed. Eff ecƟ ve 
transportaƟ on planning is a key component of every transportaƟ on project and 
program at CMT . 

BNSF CHEROKEE CRISI CORRIDOR SAFETY STUDY & MASTER PLAN | MODOT 
MULTIMODAL RAIL DIVISION, REPUBLIC, MO – MARIONVILLE, MO | In 2017, CMT 
conducted a safety study of 29 at-grade crossings from Republic, MO to Aurora, MO 
on the BNSF Cherokee Subdivision. Through the use of a robust analyƟ cal approach 
and public involvement process, the study resulted in the consolidaƟ on of 5 at-
grade crossings and safety upgrades at an addiƟ onal 9 crossings. CMT developed 
an FRA CRISI funding applicaƟ on in 2018, which successfully awarded funding 
for the $5M project. CMT was called upon again in 2020 to assist with the CRISI 
Grant AdministraƟ on and to perform the design of the CRISI Grant improvements. 
The project design and construcƟ on were recently completed, during which CMT 
provided addiƟ onal support to MoDOT staff  with environmental clearances, FRA 
Grant AdministraƟ on, and right-of-way acquisiƟ on. The project was one of the 
first of its kind performed by MoDOT and has been recognized as a naƟ onal best 
pracƟ ce for safety studies and public engagement by FHWA. 



MACARTHUR BRIDGE BROADWAY TRUSS REPLACEMENT 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION | TERMINAL RAILROAD 
ASSOCIATION OF ST. LOUIS | The MacArthur Bridge in St. 
Louis is the country’s fourth busiest rail crossing over the 
Mississippi River. The MacArthur Bridge Broadway Truss 
Replacement project increased the acceptable effecƟ ve rail 
car width from 13’-4” to 15’ and was completed with minimal 
train interrupƟ ons. CMT was selected for the project based 
on our experience with accelerated bridge construcƟ on 
methods, phasing work around live tracks, railroad bridge 
change-outs, and knowledge of railroad safety pracƟ ces, 
along with our familiarity with older bridges.

BNSF CONSOLIDATION STUDY | WEST PLAINS, MO | In an 
effort to eliminate exisƟ ng at-grade crossings and increase 
the overall safety for the public and the BNSF Railway, 
a citywide study was commissioned to determine the 
feasibility of permanently closing and eliminaƟ ng mulƟ ple at-
grade highway/rail crossings throughout the city. The study 
prioriƟ zed and determined the feasibility of at-grade closures 
with the need for future overpass locaƟ ons throughout the 
city limits to further enhance long-term safety benefits for the 
community. The study also included a comprehensive review 
of the enƟ re transportaƟ on network, emergency response 
Ɵ me, and economic development opportuniƟ es generated 
from an extensive community involvement process. The city 
had adopted a long-term plan for safety enhancements that 
includes the possibility of mulƟ ple closures and overpass 
recommendaƟ ons throughout the city.

RAIL PROGRAM ASSISTANCE | MoDOT MULTIMODAL 
RAIL DIVISION | In 2024, MoDOT retained CMT to provide 
staff augmentaƟ on services in support of administering 
MoDOT’s railroad program. CMT provided staff  who worked 
as an extension of MoDOT staff  to help ensure MoDOT’s rail 
projects maintain forward momentum. Services included 
STIP planning, railroad coordinaƟ on, staff training, JSP 
creaƟ on, and PS&E plan review.

FY23-24 THAYER-NORTH CRISI GRANT | MoDOT 
MULTIMODAL RAIL DIVISION | CMT led efforts in 2024 to 
develop a $130M+ FRA CRISI Grant to overhaul safety along 
the BNSF Thayer-North Subdivision from Springfield to the 
Arkansas State Line. The corridor included 154 highway 
intersecƟ ons and 77 highway-rail grade crossings. CMT 
led efforts for safety analysis, freight planning & volume 
analysis, project idenƟ fi caƟ on, roadway conceptual analysis, 
engineering, stakeholder coordinaƟ on, railroad coordinaƟ on, 
and grant applicaƟ on development.

KENNEDY AVENUE RAIL OVERPASS | TOWN OF 
SCHERERVILLE, IN 143RD STREET EXTENSION INFRA GRANT 
| VILLAGE OF PLAINFIELD, IL | CMT led the development of an 
$8.5M Railroad Crossing EliminaƟ on (RCE) grant applicaƟ on 
to fund the grade-separaƟ on of a criƟ cal roadway connecƟ on 
in the Town of Schererville, IN. Our team coordinated closely 
with the Town, the Federal Railroad AdministraƟ on (FRA), 
and prepared a comprehensive applicaƟ on that successfully 
secured funding. Following the award, CMT has conƟ nued to 

support the Town by providing FRA grant administraƟ on and 
coordinaƟ on services throughout the project’s life.

Eric CurƟ t | Eric’s past role as MoDOT’s Administrator 
of Railroads off ers excellent insights into understanding 
MoDOT’s MulƟ modal OperaƟ ons Division. Eric’s tenure 
leading the Railroad secƟ on was highlighted by the many 
improvements he made to the secƟ on and division, including 
creaƟ on of the new method to improve safety for at-grade 
crossings. This innovaƟ ve method was later adopted by FHWA 
as a naƟ onal best pracƟ ce and led to many advancements in 
safety. Eric has extensive experience working with railroads 
and all stakeholders in the industry. The methods and policies 
created under his leadership are sƟ ll in use by MoDOT today, 
and are replicated by other state DOTs as a naƟ onal best 
pracƟ ce.

Steve Prange | With over 20 years of experience, Steve 
has been responsible for managing mulƟ -discipline design 
groups on over $1B in transportaƟ on projects throughout the 
Midwest. Steve serves as CMT’s railroad pracƟ ce leader for 
private, municipal, state, and federal infrastructure projects 
and is a strong advocate for rail consolidaƟ on and safety 
improvements. He offers a diverse experience in planning, 
funding, negoƟ aƟ ng, and partnering with over 40 railway 
companies to deliver fast-track projects.

MaƩ  DeMoss | Joining CMT in 2017, MaƩ  has been 
instrumental in advancing rail corridor safety, grade crossing 
improvements, and quiet zone eff orts for DOT’s and LPA’s 
across the Midwest. With his comprehensive understanding 
of rail infrastructure, he frequently serves as CMT’s Railroad 
Project Engineer, working closely with all Class I railroads. 
He works closely with numerous DOT’s and LPA’s across 
the Midwest to improve rail safety and streamline public 
project coordinaƟ on. AddiƟ onally, MaƩ  frequently assists 
CMT’s clients with navigaƟ ng FRA grant development and 
administraƟ on.

Ally Fields | Ally serves as CMT’s Community Enhancement 
and Government Aff airs Manager. Ally is instrumental in not 
only seeking out, applying for, and draŌ ing grant applicaƟ ons, 
but also in coaliƟ on building. She focuses her efforts on 
assisƟ ng clients in tackling funding challenges. She has led 
the successfully-awarded USDOT applicaƟ ons, including 
mulƟ ple FRA Rail Crossing EliminaƟ on Grants.

Doug Gregory | Doug brings 19 years of experience as lead 
planner and project manager for a wide range of client 
iniƟ aƟ ves and oversees consulƟ ng eff orts for master plans, 
airspace analysis/ obstrucƟ on miƟ gaƟ on, benefit-cost 
analysis, environmental NEPA processing, travel demand 
projecƟ ons, GIS and asset management, and land acquisiƟ on.

Jacque Knight | Joining CMT in 2022, Jacque brings a 
mulƟ modal planning lens to the team that focuses on safe 
mobility for everyone. She brings a system-wide perspecƟ ve 



to understanding the transportaƟ on needs within the context 
of the various communiƟ es in which they are located. Her 
experƟ se focuses on the interacƟ ons of various transportaƟ on 
modes and the movement of people - especially in dense, 
urban seƫ  ngs. With a previous employer, Jacque was the 
planning lead on the St. Louis Downtown MulƟ modal Plan 
in St. Louis, MO, which included consideraƟ on of mobility 
and interconnecƟ vity of the transportaƟ on network to the 
Downtown Amtrak staƟ on. She also recently served a key 
role on the recent SW Chief passenger rail corridor study, 
with a focus on maintaining a safe route for passenger rail.

Jared Wigger | Jared is an accomplished transportaƟ on 
engineer specializing in rail infrastructure, with extensive 
experience in engineering, design, inspecƟ on, rehabilitaƟ on, 
and replacement of transportaƟ on structures. He has 
successfully managed complex rail bridge and retaining wall 
replacement projects, overseeing construcƟ on methods and 
coordinaƟ ng subcontractors and stakeholders. In addiƟ on, 
Jared brings deep experƟ se from years of working for and 
collaboraƟ ng with railroads.

Larry Scheperle | Larry has over 30 years of transportaƟ on 
and railroad experience. In his previous employment at 
MoDOT, he coordinated all Department projects impacted 
by railroads to ensure they moved seamlessly through the 
railroad’s processes. He has extensive experience with each 
railroad’s unique requirements for public project delivery 
and well-established working relaƟ onships with all railroads 
operaƟ ng in Missouri.

CMT is a recognized leader in mulƟ -modal planning 
and systems design, delivering integrated soluƟ ons that 
connect rail, roadway, and freight faciliƟ es for maximum 
effi  ciency and safety. Our long-standing partnership with 
MoDOT demonstrates our ability to meet aggressive 
schedules, apply innovaƟ ve technologies, and implement 
pracƟ cal design strategies that reduce costs without 
compromising quality. We bring deep experƟ se in planning 
and designing complex transportaƟ on systems and 
faciliƟ es, ensuring seamless coordinaƟ on across modes.

CMT’s extensive and well-established relaƟ onships with all 
railroads operaƟ ng in Missouri give us a unique advantage 
in mulƟ -modal projects. This connecƟ vity enables us to 
anƟ cipate operaƟ onal needs, streamline approvals, and 
design faciliƟ es that opƟ mize rail and freight integraƟ on. Our 
experience spans projects with federal oversight, where we 
navigate regulatory requirements and funding strategies with 
precision. From conceptual planning to detailed design, CMT 
delivers soluƟ ons that enhance connecƟ vity, improve system 
performance, and support long-term economic growth.

The following table highlights key projects that demonstrate 
CMT’s leadership in mulƟ -modal planning, rail and freight 
systems integraƟ on, and facility design excellence.

• Southwest Chief Passenger Rail Study
• I-44 & Route 13 INFRA ApplicaƟ on
• US 60 & Thayer-North Webster County Corridor Study
• Wentzville Rail ConsolidaƟ on Study
• Corridor ID Passenger Rail Study

Most all our assigned personnel for mulƟ -modal rail and 
freight services are based out of our Missouri offices and 
available for in-person & virtual collaboraƟ on, as necessary.  
This group is highly focused on the successful delivery of 
services within alloƩ ed schedules and has the ability to pull 
resources to streamline delivery for our clients. Our Missouri 
TransportaƟ on Team is known for listening and sensing 
the needs of our clients, developing innovaƟ ve soluƟ ons, 
meeƟ ng scheduled milestone dates, and maintaining budget. 
In addiƟ on, our team prioriƟ zes responsiveness, with a goal 
of responding to all requests within 24 hours. 

Over 90% of our team works inside a CMT offi  ce to opƟ mize 
communicaƟ on and effi  cient collaboraƟ on. When necessary, 
they eff ecƟ vely use MicrosoŌ  Teams for meeƟ ngs and are 
equipped with laptops, cell phones, and I-pads to conduct 
business, with the backing of a strong IT department who 
keeps our Bentley ORD soŌ ware, technology, and computers 
running smoothly.

We wish to thank the selecƟ on commiƩ ee in advance for 
their Ɵ me and eff ort in reviewing and evaluaƟ ng our LeƩ er 
of Interest and look forward to your favorable consideraƟ on.

Respecƞ ully yours,
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