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MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
2023 WORK ZONE AWARENESS BILLBOARD CONTEST GUIDELINES

Here is your chance to challenge your students’ creative skills while teaching them a lifesaving lesson.  This billboard contest is a great way to get kids interested in work zone safety and possibly earn the recognition of seeing their poster on a billboard along Missouri highways.

1. Use the enclosed national theme and suggestions for safety topics to teach your students about the dangers associated with risky driving behaviors through work zones. Each year in the United States, more than 1,000 fatalities occur in highway work zones. Most of those fatalities are not highway workers, but passing motorists. Drivers can cut the risk of crashes while in work zones by slowing down and paying attention to changes in traffic patterns.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk123651135]Encourage students to create their own original billboard designs. Students should choose a message and create a poster that tells others about it. Posters should be simple, very colorful (markers are the most effective), neat and contain less than 15 words. Although we have provided some ideas, encourage students to be creative with their message and drawings. Artwork should be hand-drawn on horizontal legal- or letter-sized paper or poster paper no larger than 11x14. Attach an entry form to each poster—one entry per child. Please make copies if you need more (or download additional entry forms from modot.org/billboard-contest). Entries must be submitted by March 31, 2023 one of three ways: post-marked and mailed to ‘NWZAW Billboard Contest,’ c/o Taylor Brune, 105 W. Capitol Ave., Jefferson City, MO 65101; scanned and emailed to taylor.brune@modot.mo.gov; or scanned and submitted via website at modot.org/billboard-contest. If you have any questions about the contest, please contact Taylor Brune at 573-522-3796.

3. The contest is open to fifth-grade students who attend school in mid-Missouri. Entries become the property of MoDOT. Winners agree to allow us to use their names, likenesses and biographical information in connection with promotion and public information. Prizes are non-transferable. Winners will be notified by April 14. The chosen winner will receive their poster displayed on a billboard with their name, their teacher’s name and their school. The billboard will also include the Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety logo, to be added to the winning design. 

Please see the following page for the national theme to incorporate, as well as suggestions for artwork.

NATIONAL THEME AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ARTWORK

As spring weather returns, orange signs, vests and cones will return along Missouri’s highways - road workers are busy doing their part to build and improve the roads and bridges we all depend on, so let's keep them safe! 

National theme: Work with us: You play a role in work zone safety.

Use this theme to highlight what drivers can do to keep themselves and highway workers safe in work zones. Other messages include but are not limited to:

· Drive the posted work-zone speed limit.
· Stay alert and pay close attention to signs and flaggers.
· Maintain a safe distance around vehicles. Don’t tailgate. Be prepared to stop.
· Avoid distractions and give your full attention to the road.
· Always buckle up and read the construction signs.
· Expect the unexpected – slow down in work zones.
· Keep an eye out for construction workers, their equipment and vehicles, as well as the vehicles around you.
· Pay attention in the “cone zone.”
· Construction workers have families, too.
· Buckle Up Phone Down in work zones.

Remember: Highway workers are people just like us; they are dads, moms, brothers, sisters, aunts & uncles, cousins, and nephews & nieces who work day-in and day-out in work zones across our state.
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