Frequently Asked Questions

MoDOT looks at the environmental
impacts of roadway projects and at
all alternatives to minimize those
impacts. Sound walls are a way to
minimize the increased noise that
these projects create. MoDOT would
also lose federal funding if it did not
look at the environmental impacts of
its projects.

Noise is an environmental impact.

A sound study is done whenever
MoDOT adds through lanes, a new
road or changes the alignment of
a roadway. We can only build walls
in those locations where all the
criteria are met. It would be fiscally
irresponsible for MoDOT to build
walls that don’t meet the criteria.

Landscaping or berms for sound
abatement is just not feasible in
many areas. A group of trees would
have to be over 100 feet thick and
very dense to provide the 7 decibel
reduction necessary to be classified
as sound abatement. Earthen berms
can effectively diminish sound, but
require a large swath of land. Vertical
walls are most often the only cost-
effective option for reducing noise.
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Common Noise Levels

Why Build Sound Walls?

The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) requires MoDOT to complete
a sound study for noise abatement any
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