
WELCOME 
I-44 Purpose & Need Study 

D]��}µ�]���uv�}(d�v��}���}vD]�D �}µ�] ���uv�}(d�v�I-44 Purpose & Need Study

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 17 
4–7 p.m., St. Clair City Hall 

THURSDAY, JULY 18 
5–7 p.m., Rolla City Hall 

TUESDAY, JULY 23 
4:30–6 p.m., Joplin Public Library 

THURSDAY, JULY 25 
4:30–ò�XuXU�}��ÁÇ����Zµ�ZU^��]vP.o 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 14 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

I-44 is a vital east-west link across Missouri. It
was completed in 1966 and has become a route
}(���Á]vv�}vo]u�}��vXE}Á
more than 1.2 million cars and trucks travel I-44
every month.

A 2008 study showed the aging route needs 
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validate the outcomes of that 2008 I-44 Statewide 
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opportunity for input from stakeholders and the 
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projects on I-44.  

Missouri Department of TransportationI-44 Purpose & Need Study

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 



WHAT’S 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 



$55.8 million:
Pavement
resurfacing
and rebuild in
Phelps County

Planned  - $324.7 million

$31.4 million
Roadway
improvements
at I-49 and Rte.
59 interchange
near Fidelity

$71.3 million

and bridge
replacements

SECTION 1: OKLAHOMA STATE LINE TO ST. ROBERT 
$73 million $214 million $2.5 billion - $5 billion

f 252 

Unfunded  - $4.3 billion - $8.3 billion $9.9 million:
Various bridge

in St. Louis
County 

$8.5 million
Pavement
resurfacing in
Franklin
County

$9.4 million
Interchange
improvements
and new
bridge over
Rte. 50

$72.4 million $30 million $1.5 billion - $3 billion

$45.5 million:
Bridge
improvements
in various
southwestern

$44 million
Interchange
improvements
(Murdoch to

St. Louis County

$120 million
Interchange
improvements
from I-55 to I-
70 in St. Louis
City

$52 million $80.7 million $200 million

Oklahoma State Line to Franklin/St. Louis County Line

y

Awarded 

Okla

Awarded

I-44 Purpose & Need Study



MM 59-90 
Greene County

MM 90-111 
Webster County

MM 111-145 
Laclede County

MM 145-168 
Pulaski County

MM 168-201 
Phelps County

MM 201-223 
Crawford County

MM 224-253 
Franklin County

MM - Mile Marker 

Existing I-44 Alignment 

Pacific 

Sullivan 

Cuba 
St. James 

Rolla 

St. Robert 

Lebanon 

Marshfield 

Springfield 
Mount Vernon 

Willard 

Joplin 

EAST 
STUDY 
TERMINUS 

WEST 
STUDY 
TERMINUS 

St. Clair 

Union 

Washington 

Gray Summit 
Eureka 

Fort 
Leonard Wood 

Carthage 

Conway 

Strafford 

Stanton 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study Area 
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44 

70 
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St. Louis 

'DWH([SRUWHG$0 

00
Newton County

MM 10-32 

Jasper County

MM 32-59 
Lawrence County



Forward 44 Study - Entire Segment Mainline Crashes 

Crash Type 

Roadway Departure 

5412 (52%) On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment Roadway Lighting Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (29) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (19) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (15) 2018 2019 2020 20222021 

2200 2189 

1866 

2156 

2077 

5076 (48%) 
1879 (18%) 

8590 (82%) 

3189 (30.5%) 

235 (2.5%) 

7035 (67%) 
6728 (64%) 

2762 (26.5%) 

983 (9.5%) 

Number of Vehicles Involved 

1 2 3 or More

5971 

4020 

497 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

10,488 
Fatal 

Collisions 106 

*Head On, Dog, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, Pedestrian, 
Farm Animal, Cross Median,  Sideswipe, Right Angle, U-turn, 
Backing, Left Turn, Right Turn, Left Turn Right Angle 

Debris (279, 2.5%) 

Deer (451, 4.5%) 

Out of Control (5037, 48%) 

Passing (1629, 15.5%) 

Rear End (1597, 15%) 

Other (718, 7%) 

*Other Collision Types (205, 2%) 

Changing Lane (197, 2%)

 Parking or Parked Car (110, 1%) 

Fixed Object (99, 1%) 

Avoiding (91, 1%) 

Jackknife (75, 0.5%) 

8689 (83%) 

1400 (13%) 

293 (3%) 106 (1%) 

Heat Map 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

Crashes Per Year 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 



Forward 44 Study - Mainline Commercial Motor Vehicle Crashes 
5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

Roadway Departure 
1080 (28%) 

On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment Roadway Lighting Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (4) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (10) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (5) 
2018 

771 

3796 
51 

2019 2020 2021 2022 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

2716 (72%) 

573 (15%) 3213 (85%) 

1121 (30%) 

2595 (68%) 

76 (2%) 

812 (21.5%) 
2646 (70%) 

333 (8.5%) 755 

643 

772 
855 

3122 (82%) 

511 (13.5%) 

112 (3%) 51 (1.5%) 

Crash Type 

*Head On, Cross Median, Farm Animal, Pedestrian, Right Angle, 
Sideswipe, Dog, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, U-turn, 
Backing, Left Turn, Right Turn 

Number of Vehicles Involved 

1 2 3 or More 

1154 

2318 

324 

Heat Map *Other Collision Types (81, 2%) 

Changing Lanes (128, 3.5%) 

Debris (185, 5%) 

Passing (1095, 29%) 

Out of Control (1044, 27.5%) 

Rear End (744, 19.5%) 

Other (235, 6%) 

Parking or Parked Car (71, 2%) 

Deer (68, 2%) 

Jackknife (61, 1.5%) 

Fixed Object (42, 1%) 

Avoiding (42, 1%) 

Crashes Per Year 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 



2018 2019 2020 2022 2021 

89 

108 

90 90 
77 

Crash Type 

1 2 3 or More 

224 210 

20 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm 
Animal, Pedestrian, Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, 
Left Turn, Left Turn Right Angle 

*Other Collision Types (14, 3%) 

Deer (25, 5.5%) 

Out of Control (184, 40.5%) 

Passing (100, 22%) 

Rear End (81, 18%) 

Other (13, 3%) 

Debris (12, 3%) 

Changing Lane (14, 3%) 

Jackknife (1, 0%) 

Parking or parked car (4, 1%) 

Avoiding (6, 1%) 

Roadway Departure 
182 (40%) 

272 (60%) On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
46 (10%) 408 (90%) 

Roadway Lighting 

300 (66%)120 (26%) 

31 (7%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (3) 

311 (68.5%) 

122 (27%) 

21 (4.5%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (0) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (0) 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate 

61.04 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.64 Number of Vehicles Involved 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

358 (79%) 

72 (16%) 

18 (4%) 6 (1%) 

Crashes Per Year 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

Heat Map 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

454 
Fatal 

Collisions 6 

Exit 1 

Exit 4 

Exit 6 

Exit 8 

154 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 4 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

Forward 44 Study - Newton County Mainline Crashes 



2018 2019 2020 2022 2021 

138 136 

126 

141 

147 

Crash Type 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, 
Pedestrian, Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, Left Turn, Left Turn 
Right Angle 

*Other Collision Types (26, 4%) 

Deer (33, 5%) 

Out of Control (262, 38%) 

Passing (128, 19%) 

Rear End (127, 18%) 

Other (51, 7%) 

Debris (22, 3%) 

Changing Lane (24, 3.5%) 

Jackknife (3, 0.5%) 

Parking or parked car (6, 1%) 

Avoiding (6, 1%) 

Roadway Departure 
258 (37%) 

430 (63%)On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
15 (2%) 

671 (98%) 

Roadway Lighting 

457 (66%) 213 (31%) 

18 (3%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (0) 

522 (76%) 

121 (18%) 

45 (6%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (2) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (0) 

Heat Map 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

688 
Fatal 

Collisions 7 

Exit 11 

Exit 13 

Exit 15 

Exit 18 

Exit 29 

Exit 26 

Exit 22 

Crashes Per Year 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate 

50.40 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.54 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

Number of Vehicles Involved 

1 2 3 or More 

345 
318 

25 

554 (81%) 

110 (16%) 

17 (2%) 
7 (1%) 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

290 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 3 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Jasper County Mainline Crashes 



1 2 3 or More 

405 

330 

43 

Number of Vehicles Involved 

2018 2019 2020 20222021 

227 

142 142 
126 

141 

Heat Map 

Crash Type 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, Pedestrian, 
Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, Left Turn, Left Turn Right Angle 

*Other Collision Types (21, 3%) 

Deer (31, 4%) 

Out of Control (312, 40%) 

Passing (104, 13%) 

Rear End (167, 22%) 

Other (66, 8%) 

Debris (24, 3%) 

Changing Lane (23, 3%) 

Jackknife (7, 1%) 

Parking or parked car (16, 2%) 

Avoiding (7, 1%) 

Roadway Departure 
328 (42%) 

450 (58%)On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
41 (5%) 736 (95%) 

Roadway Lighting 

549 (71%)220 (28%) 

9 (1%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (0) 

572 (74%) 

125 (16%) 

80 (10%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (1) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (1) 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate

46.05 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.50 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

611 (78%) 

129 (17%) 

22 (3%) 16 (2%) 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

778 
Fatal 

Collisions 16 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

Exit 38 

Exit 46 

Exit 44 

Exit 49 

Exit 57 

Exit 58 

Crashes Per Year 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022)

364 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 7 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Lawrence County Mainline Crashes 



1 2 3 or More 

641 
535 

75 

971 (78%) 
231 (18%) 

35 (3%) 14 (1%) 

Heat Map 

Crash Type 

Deer (47, 4%) 

Out of Control (544, 43%) 

Passing (209, 17%) 

Rear End (258, 21%) 

Other (80, 6%) 

Debris (27, 2%) 

Changing Lane (27, 2%) 

Jackknife (4, 0%) 

Parking or parked car (15, 1%) 

Avoiding (9, 1%) 

Roadway Departure 
553 (44%) 

698 (56%) 
On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
106 (8%) 1145 (92%) 

Roadway Lighting 

809 (65%) 350 (28%) 

85 (7%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (3) 

910 (73%) 

270 (22%) 

68 (5%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (0) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (3) 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate 

46.89 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.50 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

2018 2019 2020 20222021 

255 
274 

224 
261 

237 

Number of Vehicles Involved 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, 
Pedestrian, Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, Left Turn,
 Left Turn Right Angle 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

1251 
Fatal 

Collisions 14 

Exit 69 

Exit 67 

Exit 70 

Exit 61 

Exit 72 

Exit 75 

Exit 77 

Exit 80 

Exit 82 

Exit 84 

Exit 88 

Crashes Per Year 

*Other Collision Types (22, 2%) 

Fixed Object (9, 1%) 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

423 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 7 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Greene County Mainline Crashes 



2018 2019 2020 20222021 

200 

139 
164 

130138 

Crash Type 

1 2 3 or More 

418 

315 

38 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm 
Animal, Pedestrian, Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, 
Left Turn, Left Turn Right Angle 

Roadway Departure 
367 (48%) 

404 (52%)On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
152 (20%) 619 (80%) 

Roadway Lighting 

512 (66%)251 (33%) 

8 (1%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (0) 

493 (64%) 

199 (26%) 

79 (10%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (0) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (0) 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate 

68.44 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.74Number of Vehicles Involved 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

644 (84%) 

104 (13%) 

21 (3%) 
2 (0%)*Other Collision Types (18, 2%) 

Deer (35, 4%) 

Out of Control (369, 48%) 

Passing (126, 17%) 

Rear End (96, 13%) 

Other (52, 7%) 

Debris (32, 4%) 

Changing Lane (19, 2%) 

Jackknife (5, 1%) 

Parking or parked car (10, 1%) 

Avoiding (5, 1%) 

Heat Map 

Crashes Per Year 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

771 
Fatal 

Collisions 2 

Exit 96 

Exit 100 

Exit 103 
Exit 107 

Exit 111 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

298 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 1 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Webster County Mainline Crashes 



1 2 3 or More 

720 

384 

54 

2018 2019 2020 2022 2021 

246 239 250 

202 
221 

Heat Map 

Crash Type 

*Fixed Object, Dog, Head On, Cross Median, Animal Not Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, Pedestrian, 
Right Angle, Farm Animal, Sideswipe, Backing, U-turn, Left Turn, Left Turn Right Angle 

*Other Collision Types (59, 5%) 

Deer (55, 5%) 

Out of Control (592, 51%) 

Passing (148, 13%) 

Rear End (142, 12%) 

Other (91, 8%) 

Debris (29, 2.5%) 

Changing Lane (14, 1%) 

Jackknife (6, 0.5%) 

Parking or parked car (13, 1%) 

Avoiding (9, 1%) 

Roadway Departure 
601 (52%) 

557 (48%)On 

Off 

Roadway Alignment 
121 (11%) 1035 (89%) 

Roadway Lighting 

753 (65%) 387 (33.5%) 

15 (1.5%) Roadway Conditions 

Dark Streetlights Off 

Daylight 

Dark Streetlights On 

Unknown (3) 

705 (61%) 

295 (25.5%) 

156 (13.5%) 

Curve 

Straight 

Unknown (2) 

Wet 

Dry 

Snow/Ice/Slush 

Unknown (2) 

Rate = Number of 
Collisions per 100 

Million Vehicle 
Miles 

I-44 Rate 

64.06 
Rate 

Comparison 

0.69 Number of Vehicles Involved 

MoDOT 
Interstate Rate 

93.09 

982 (85%) 

132 (11%) 

35 (3%) 9 (1%) 

Total 
Number of 
Crashes 

1158 
Fatal 

Collisions 9 

Crashes Per Year 

Crash Severity 

Minor Injury 

Property Damage Only 

Suspected Serious/Disabling 

Fatal 
Exit 113 

Exit 118 

Exit 123 
Exit 127 

Exit 129 
Exit 130 

Exit 135 

Exit 140 

5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

408 
Fatal CMV* 
Collisions 5 

*Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Total CMV* 
Collisions 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Laclede County Mainline Crashes 



Heat Map 

Crash Type 

*Parking or Parked Car, Jackknife, Dog, Avoiding, Head On, Animal Not 
Deer/Dog/Farm Animal, Pedestrian, Farm Animal, Cross Median, U-Turn 

Fixed Object (11, 1%) 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Pulaski County Mainline Crashes 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Phelps County Mainline Crashes 
5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 
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5-Year Crash Analysis Summary (2018-2022) 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Crawford County Mainline Crashes 



Heat Map 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Study - Franklin County Mainline Crashes 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 Corridor-Wide Geometric Deficiencies 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Forward 44 West Geometric Deficiencies 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 



Forward 44 Corridor-Wide Environmental Resources 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Date Exported: 7/11/2024 1:09 PM 
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Summary of Two-Way Traffic and Percentage of Trucks 
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LOS A or B LOS C LOS D 
2023 Freeway Level of Service (LOS) Legend Franklin County 

2023 AADT (% Trucks) 40,500 (28%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 59,400 (28%) 

Phelps County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 34,000 (30%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 49,700 (30%) 

Pulaski County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 30,400 (30%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 44,800 (30%) 

Laclede County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 30,700 (29%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 45,800 (29%) 

Crawford County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 36,200 (32%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 54,400 (32%) 

Webster County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 34,900 (29%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 52,200 (29%) 

Greene County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 42,400 (27%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 63,400 (27%) 

Lawrence County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 33,200 (26%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 49,700 (26%) 

Jasper County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 34,700 (29%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 52,000 (29%) 

Newton County 
2023 AADT (% Trucks) 31,900 (30%) 
2050 AADT (% Trucks) 47,700 (30%) 

AADT = Average Annual Daily Traffic 

Level of Service (LOS) is a qualitative measure used to depict 
operational conditions within a traffic stream and is typically 
designated into six categories. These range from LOS A indicating free 
flow, low density, or nearly negligible delay conditions to LOS F where 
demand exceeds capacity and large queues are experienced. 

MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 

Date Exported: 7/10/2024 5:37 PM 
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MoDOT intends to adopt, or incorporate by reference, information from this study into subsequent NEPA studies. 
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