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Who 
and 

where 
we are

Section within Central Office 
Construction and Materials

 Jen Harper-Research Director

 Brent Schulte-Senior Research Analyst

 Jenni Hosey-Senior Research Analyst

 Scott Breeding-Senior Research Analyst

 Lauren Bielecki-Research Librarian 
(Contract Employee)



What we do

All Things Transportation



Why does MoDOT do research?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://edtech4beginners.com/2016/11/07/blooms-taxonomy-and-the-implications-it-has-for-a-digital-classroom/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Quick answer

It’s a federal requirement



Better answer

We do research to find better and 
more efficient ways of providing 

transportation services



Federal research funding



Research at a glance

Average 45 contracts 
any given time

Projects can range 
from $50k to over 

$500k

Research is performed 
by universities, 
consultants or a 

partnership of the two

Research projects can 
be either engineering 
or non-engineering



Research 
idea 

generation
Research Section meets 
with divisions and districts

Call for ideas from external 
research partners

Host MoDOT Research 
Needs Day



Examples of Engineering Research Projects



Examples of Non-Engineering Research Projects



That is so exciting, how do I get 
involved?!



Step 1

Get on our mailing 
list

E-mail your contact info to: 
lauren.bielecki@modot.mo.gov

Photo by Taryn Elliott: https://www.pexels.com/photo/photo-of-person-using-black-laptop-4112363/



Step 2

Visit our website

https://www.modot.org/research-section



Step 3

Look for RFPs of interest

https://www.modot.org/research-section



Step 4

Determine if engineering or non-engineering

If it is an engineering project:  The project team must be led by a licensed 
professional engineer in the state of Missouri



Step 5

Submit a Proposal

Typical evaluation criteria
 Experience, expertise, and reliability 

 Proposed method of performance

 Cost (non-engineering proposals)

 Overall clarity, and quality of proposal

Photo by MART PRODUCTION: 
https://www.pexels.com/photo/a-group-of-
people-planning-while-looking-at-the-laptop-
7550298/
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Thank You!

mailto:Jenninfer.harper@modot.mo.gov
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