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Your source for news about efforts to Improve 1-70

Most Missourians agree that improving 1-70
across the state is a much needed effort, and
one that will enhance our safety, prosperity
and quality of life. But many question where,

when and how improvements will be made. Where
in the corridor would improvements be made first? When
will MoDOT find the funding needed to make major I-70
improvements? And how can I-70 be widened and recon-
structed without shutting down traffic for years on end?
Answering these implementation questions is a central part
of the Improve 1-70 program.

Where? In addition to determining the basic location and
configuration of I-70 improvements, current studies also will
determine short-term and long-range implementation plans.
The plans will take into account safety needs, bridge and
pavement conditions and capacity needs to determine priority
areas for [-70 improvements. More on page 3.

When? It all comes down to funding. While MoDOT spends
millions each year to maintain I-70, no funding is available for
major improvements. Ultimately, widening and reconstructing
the facility will require funding beyond MoDOT’s current
levels. See page 2 for more details about funding.

How? Closing I-70, even for an hour, can have devastating

impacts on travel. That’s why widening and reconstruction
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efforts will be done in a way that keeps four travel lanes open
at all times. See graphics that explain MoDOT s construction
phasing on page 4.

Overall Status

A number of public events, including meetings, drop-in centers
and workshops, were held across the I-70 corridor in April
and May, 2003. The events provided the latest information on
potential I-70 improvements, and were held in six of the seven
geographic areas under study (public events are expected in
Section 1 later this summer). Nearly 1,000 people attended the
events, reviewed information and provided their views. Status
reports on section activities are available on pages 5-11, or on
the project Web site at www.Improvel70.org. Also available
on the Web site are the exhibits shown at all public meetings.
Click on the section of interest to you, then click “maps and
graphics” or “news” on the section page.

Based on input received at the meetings, Improve 1-70
team members are making refinements, gathering
information and developing more
detailed I-70 improvement plans.

A number of public events are
expected in the fall, and are detailed
on the next page.
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Calendar of Events

Few public events are expected in the coming months, with more activity
occurring later this fall. All events are or will be publicized on the project
Web site and through special mailings. If you receive this newsletter by mail,
you will be notified by mail of any public events in your section. If you have
questions, or know others who should be included on the mailing list, please
contact the project office at 1-800-590-0066.

Section 1 Independence to Odessa: A public meeting is expected this fall.
The date, time and location will be publicized on the project Web site and
through a special mailing to those within the section.

Section 2 Route 131 to Route 5: No public events are planned at this time.

Section 3 poonville to Rocheport: No public events are planned at this time.

Section 4  Route BB to Eastern Columbia: Advisory group meetings will
resume in September, and a public meeting is expected this fall. The date,
time and location of the meetings will be publicized on the project Web site.
A special public meeting notice will be mailed to those within the section.

Section 5 Route Z 10 U.S. 54: No public events are planned at this time,
although the section may be represented at public meetings to be held in
Columbia (Section 4) and Kingdom City (Section 6) this fall.

Section 6 Kingdom City to Montgomery City: Public events are expected
this fall. The date, time and location will be publicized on the project Web
site and through a special mailing to those within the section.

Section 7 Route 19 to Lake St. Louis: Public meetings are expected this
fall. The date, time and location will be publicized on the project Web site
and through a special mailing to those within the section.

Finding the Funding

Preliminary estimates indicate

as much as $3 billion in today’s
dollars would be needed to widen
and reconstruct [-70 between
Independence and Lake St. Louis.
While that’s a daunting figure, it is
also somewhat deceiving. That’s
because major improvements to
I-70 will be made in a gradual way
over the course of many years. So
the question is not how to find $3
billion, but rather, how best to fund
the improvements over time with the
money available.

MoDOT spends money each year

on [-70, conducting maintenance
activities and making limited
improvements. In the past five
years, about $87 million was spent
on the rural portions of I-70, and that
general level of spending will likely
continue into the future. In addition
to maintenance and resurfacing
projects, in recent years motorists
have seen installation of guard cable
barriers in the median of I-70 to
improve safety. More projects of this
type are on the horizon (see the story
on page 12).

But major widening and
reconstruction of I-70 will require
increases in state and federal
funding beyond MoDOT’s current
levels. And with transportation
funding a moving target at both the
state and federal level, it is unclear
how much of the Improve I-70
program will be implemented in
the coming years. Having a plan
in place now, however, will ensure
that any improvements made in the
coming years are compatible with
the long-term vision of I-70.

The Improve 1-70 studies currently
underway are producing more
detailed cost estimates, and
MoDOT is developing a number of
implementation strategies based on
various funding scenarios. Together
these efforts will determine where
and to what extent major

[-70 improvements could be made.
Ultimately, MoDOT will implement
the long term program of I-70
improvements to the extent it can
afford with the funds available.



Developing a Priority Plan

While available funding will dictate how
much of the Improve [-70 program can
move forward, other factors will influence
where improvements are made. MoDOT is
in the process of identifying the areas where
improvements are needed most. Four basic
factors are being considered in developing a
priority plan: safety needs, bridge conditions,
pavement conditions and capacity needs.

Poorly functioning interchanges in Kingdom
City, Columbia, Odessa, Oak Grove and
other areas can create dangerous situations
when traffic backs up on exit ramps onto the
main [-70 lanes. Narrow inside and outside
shoulders can be found along much of 1-70,
compromising driver safety and complicating
incident management by allowing little room
to keep traffic moving when collisions occur.
Railroad crossings and severe curves in
areas such as High Hill and Wentzville also
contribute to safety needs.

There are 13 condition-3 (serious) and
condition-4 (poor) bridges along the I-70
corridor. Based on a 9-point scale, with nine
being excellent and zero signifying a bridge
that is out of service and beyond corrective
action, these bridges are in need of major

repair in the short term. Improve I-70 studies

are determining how to rehabilitate or replace
these structures in a way that fits with the
long-term design envisioned for I-70.

I-70 has some of the oldest pavement on the
interstate system with nearly half of it rated
as poor or very poor. While there have been
numerous projects to rehabilitate, resurface
and reconstruct portions of the roadway,
conditions remain less than ideal.

The Kansas City, Columbia and St. Louis
areas are clear priorities in terms of capacity
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needs. These urban areas currently experience
traffic volumes that exceed 1-70’s capacity. By
the year 2030, 100 percent of the I-70 corridor
is expected to experience traffic volumes that
exceed capacity if no improvements are made.

Using information collected through the
Improve 1-70 studies, along with input from
the public and community leaders, MoDOT’s
priority plan will determine where 1-70’s
safety, bridge, pavement and capacity needs
are most pressing.
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Wide Median Keeps Traffic Moving

The importance of keeping traffic moving
during construction of major 1-70
improvements is overwhelmingly clear.
Consider what happens on I-70 today when
even a minor accident occurs or when routine
maintenance is performed. Loss of one lane
causes significant back-ups and delays. With
closure of more than one lane,

impacts to travel quickly become

median, maintenance of traffic during
construction will be measurably more
difficult. Likewise, interchange areas will
require special consideration. Crossroad
and turning traffic will likely use detours,
temporary ramp connections to [-70 and the
outer roads during construction.

During the Improve 1-70 studies, construction
staging plans will be developed to answer

the questions above, and determine the most
efficient, economical and timely way to make
major [-70 improvements while keeping
traffic moving.

intolerable and ripple throughout
the state and local system of roads.

|— Existing ROW

%Exisling [
|

Existing ROW —]

r—Ex\sﬂng [}

Keeping four lanes of traffic open
during construction has been a
primary MoDOT concern, and is
the reason a rebuilt I-70 will have
an extra wide median in the rural
sections of the corridor. The wide
median allows construction of I-70
improvements to be staged in a way
that keeps four lanes of traffic open

Existing & Relocated &

The first set of three new lanes is constructed
0 outside the current footprint of the highway.

— as there are today. This has a
tremendous benefit for the traveling

public, and reduces user costs
during the construction process.
The graphics to the right show
how it works along the rural areas
of I-70.

In the urban areas of the corridor,
where a concrete median barrier
will be used to separate the
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Traffic moves to use the new lanes and two old lanes —

® while the second set of three new lanes is constructed.
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Traffic moves to use both sets of new lanes
and remaining old pavement is removed.

opposing lanes instead of a wide
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The Move

Section status reports The following pages provide detailed status reports for
each section of I-70 under study. If you have questions

about Improve I-70 activities, contact the project office
at 1-800-590-0066.

Section 1

Independence to Odessa

In the eastern portion of Section 1 (Odessa to As those preliminary alternatives are developed, the
Oak Grove), the study team is in the process of team again will be meeting with local leadership
determining if widening and reconstruction should and, ultimately, the public. The team anticipates
occur to the north or south of existing I-70, and is those meetings will happen in the later part of 2003.
developing preliminary interchange alternatives. As ~ If you have questions or concerns about activities
the preliminary alternatives are developed, the team in Section 1, please call the project hot line at

will be meeting with local community leaders to 1-800-590-0066.

discuss the designs’ compatibility with local needs

and development patterns. Later this fall, as the TKANSAS CITY L= BonT a2 TN P
alternatives become more refined, the team will host /" AREA S 1 222 P = i

a public meeting to discuss the alternatives and solicit
citizen input.

In the western portion of Section 1 (between Oak

Grove and Independence), the nearly complete 1-70 ake Valey |
Major Investment Study will lay the groundwork Lotawana - [ 2

i . - JACKSON| (— .}sdh __
for the Section 1 Team to complete more detailed, NQVIEW LE A 7 g
preliminary designs for I-70. (See www.i70mis.org for |-} SALA’ME{AQ 5 ' =20t
more information on the Jackson County I-70 MIS.) US.BELTON |- M et 1§ " H S 6 @ [0
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Section 2

Odessa to Boonville

Public meetings were held in Concordia and Blackwater
on April 15 and 16, 2003 to provide study information
and gather public input. More than 160 people attended
the meetings where a map of the proposed location

for [-70 widening between Odessa and Boonville was
displayed. Widening is recommended on the north side
of existing [-70 from Odessa through Sweet Springs,
then will shift to the south about 2.5 miles east of Sweet
Springs and remain south to Boonville.

Also shown at the meetings were preliminary options
for improving interchanges. Interchanges will remain at
their current general location and no new interchanges
are expected. Exhibits shown at the public meetings,
including maps of interchanges, are available on the
project Web site at www.Improvel70.org, or by calling
the project hot line at 1-800-590-0066.

The interchange improvement alternatives will be
refined based on public input received at the April
meetings and through small-group discussions to

be held this summer. The Section 2 Team will then
evaluate the benefits and impacts of the alternatives
based on engineering, traffic, environmental and
socio-economic factors. Public events could take
place later this year to display the refined alternatives
and share information about their benefits and impacts.

All information developed by the Section 2 Team will
be presented through an Environmental Assessment
document expected to be available early next year. An
official public hearing will be held next spring to gather
input about the study’s findings and recommended
preferred alternative. If you have questions or concerns
about activities in Section 2, please call the project hot
line at 1-800-590-0066.
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Section 3

Boonville to Rocheport

The Section 3 Team conducted a special landowner
session and public meeting on May 3, 2003. The
landowner session, held in the morning, allowed for
detailed discussion of potential [-70 improvements

with those who live or own property near the existing
route. The afternoon public meeting provided citizens an
opportunity to see study information gathered to date and
make comments about preliminary plans.

A combined total of 144 people attended the May 3 events
which featured information about the corridor screening
process and maps of preliminary improvement alternatives
for the interchanges between Boonville and Rocheport.
Exhibits from the meeting are available on the project
Web site at www.Improvel70.org, or by calling the project
office at 1-800-590-0066.
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Public input received at the May meetings is being used
to refine the interchange improvement alternatives. Over
the next several months, the Section 3 Team will evaluate
the benefits and impacts of the alternatives based on
engineering, traffic, environmental and socio-economic
factors. Public events could take place later this year

to display the refined alternatives and share information
about their benefits and impacts.

All information developed by the Section 3 Team will be
presented through an Environmental Assessment document
expected to be available early next year. An official public
hearing will be held next spring to gather input about the
study’s findings and recommended preferred alternative.

If you have questions or concerns about activities in
Section 3, please call the project hot line at
1-800-590-0066.
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Section 4

Route BB to Eastern Columbia

Three corridors originally being
considered for the location of 1-70
improvements in and around Columbia
have been narrowed to one. Remaining
study of I-70 improvements will now
focus only on the Existing Corridor.

This decision was made through a
systematic screening process. The first
level of screening focused on traffic —
forecasting the volume of traffic on
potential routes in Far North, Near
North and Existing Corridors. Based
on 2030 traffic projections, the team

eliminated the Far North Corridor as
it would not draw enough traffic from
I-70 to reduce the amount of widening
needed on the existing route.

While traffic projections showed the
Near North Corridor would carry
significant levels of traffic, substantial
improvements to the Existing Corridor
were still warranted. That necessitated
a second level of screening that
considered environmental, social and
economic impacts of improvements in
the Near North and Existing Corridors.
Through this screening evaluation,

an improvement within the Near

North Corridor was found to have
significantly greater environmental
impacts than one within the Existing
Corridor. Additionally, the cost of

a Near North improvement made it
much less desirable than one along the
existing route.

The Columbia Advisory Group met
throughout the screening process. One
hundred fifty-five people attended a
public meeting held on April 23, 2003
at the Activity and Recreation Center
to view study information and provide
their thoughts and opinions. Input
from these sources assisted the Section



4 Team and MoDOT in making corridor decisions. Exhibits
shown at the public meeting are available on the project Web
site at www.Improvel70.org, or by calling the project office at
1-800-590-0066.

With corridor screening complete, the Section 4 Team is

now developing and evaluating specific alignments and
interchange concepts within the Existing Corridor. The

team will gather information on the engineering, traffic,
environmental and socio-economic aspects of the alternatives
over the next several months. Advisory Group meetings are
expected to resume in September, and a public meeting will
be held this fall to review the alternatives and discuss their
benefits and impacts. If you have questions or concerns about
activities in Section 4, please call the project hot line at
1-800-590-0066.

Section 5

Route Z to U.S. 54

Members of the Section 5 Team took part

in a public meeting held in Kingdom City
(Section 6) on April 2, 2003. At the meeting,
three maps displayed the study team’s
recommendation to widen [-70 on the south
side of the existing route from Route Z to

an area approximately one mile east of the
Route J & DD interchange. Subsequent
study has determined this shift should occur
approximately four miles further to the east
to minimize social and economic impacts.
Widening is now recommended to shift from
the south to the north approximately one-
half mile west of the M/HH interchange.
From there, widening would continue on
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the north side of [-70 to U.S. 54. The three
maps are available on the project Web site at

www.Improvel70.org, or by calling the project
office at 1-800-590-0066.

Currently the Section 5 Team is developing
initial ideas for improving interchanges in the
area while incorporating MoDOT’s access
management guidelines. The interchange
alternatives will be displayed at public events
to be held later this year. The date, time and
location of the events will be publicized on
the project Web site and through a special
mailing to those within Section 5. If you
have questions or concerns about activities in
Section 5, please call the project hot line at
1-800-590-0066.
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Kingdom City to Montgomery City

Members of the Section 6 Team held two public events this spring;
a drop-in center on March 25, 2003 to discuss issues related to

[-70 improvements near Mineola Hill, and a public meeting on
April 2, 2003 in Kingdom City to provide overall study information
and gather public input. More than 150 people attended these
events and provided their thoughts and opinions.

Both meetings displayed a map of the proposed location for I-70
widening between Kingdom City and Montgomery City. The study
team has recommended that widening take place on the north side
of existing [-70 from U.S. 54 to the Loutre Valley and Mineola Hill
area. The location of widening remains unclear through the Loutre
Valley and Mineola Hill. From Danville to Montgomery City,
widening is recommended on the south side of existing I-70.

Also shown at the meetings were preliminary options for improving
interchanges. Interchanges will remain at their current general
location and no new interchanges are expected. All exhibits shown
at the meetings, including maps of interchanges, are available on
the project Web site at www.Improvel70.org, or by calling the
project office at 1-800-590-0066.

Public input received to date is being used to refine the
interchange improvement alternatives. For example, the nine
preliminary options for the U.S. 54 interchange at Kingdom City
have been narrowed to the four alternatives considered most
beneficial. Additionally, the seven alternatives being considered
in the Loutre Valley and Mineola Hill area were narrowed to four.
Over the next several months, the Section 6 Team will further
refine the alternatives and evaluate their benefits and impacts
based on engineering, traffic, environmental and socio-economic
factors. Public events are expected this fall to display the refined
alternatives and share information about their benefits and impacts.

All information developed by the Section 6 Team will be
presented through an Environmental Assessment document
expected to be available early next year. An official public hearing
will be held next spring to gather input about the study’s findings
and recommended preferred alternative. If you have questions or
concerns about activities in Section 6, please call the project hot
line at 1-800-590-0066.



Page 11

J Bellower | X 0Xon
\ 4
io Montgomery .
Ity [F]
M New
[\ Florence
Dan\ 1 \. WWJ
| RE . ~
i @ 5
R 153 S~ & er Clty , .‘ 0%
™~ /Bic sofi Jonesburg = 203 \ ‘i-"
w ig p1ng -- ’ 200 209 O\ 213‘ %
1 \
. - 1216
ricus L Qa_n‘«qrsMoxV i}] eni Tmesdale F”. 212
ER 6 | LT Forest g y \-,
ZE' b MeKitrick s 3 Red;rg%s;rStale T Audks t kO ,}g
@, ¥ z| Widife
al TTOE ohhein S~ 2 \ WARREN ] A

Section 7

Route 19 to Lake St. Louis

PROJECT
HISTORY

Four corridors originally considered for the location More than 280 people attended the meetings
of I-70 improvements between Jonesburg and Lake  and overwhelmingly supported the corridor

St. Louis have been narrowed to one. Remaining screening decision. Exhibits from the public
study of I-70 improvements is now focusing only meetings are available on the project Web site at
on the Existing Corridor. www.Improvel70.org, or by calling the project

office at 1-800-590-0066.
The Section 7 Team used a detailed screening

process to evaluate the benefits and impacts of Immediately after the public meetings, the

potential improvements in the Far North, Near Section 7 Team began developing preliminary

North, Existing and South Corridors. Screening options for improving interchanges along I-70.

focused on the corridors’ compatibility with local In May, the team held workshops to preview the

land use plans, impacts to natural resources, interchange alternatives and receive input from

preliminary cost estimates and transportation local officials and representatives. Their input on

impacts. Also considered was input from local local land use, development and travel patterns is

planning and economic development personnel being used to refine the interchange alternatives

gathered at a land use forum held in August and prepare them for review at public meetings . . )

2002. Elimination of all but the Existing Corridor  anticipated this fall. If you have questions or MoDOT District 3 Public Information and Outreach Manager
was recommended at public meetings held in concerns about activities in Section 7, please Marisa Brown speaks with a resident during a

Wentzville and Warrenton on April 9 and 10, 2003.  call the project hot line at 1-800-590-0066. public meeting in Warrenton.
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Guard Cable Adds Safety to Aging Interstate

While the Improve 1-70 studies are developing plans
for the future of Interstate 70, MoDOT’s district offices
continue to plan, program and implement annual
projects to enhance the facility’s safety and manage

its condition. The installation of guard cable is one
such project.

Several segments of I-70 have experienced rising
crossover accident rates in recent years, so MoDOT is
using specially allocated safety funds to add guard cable
in the median. A project to begin this fall in MoDOT
District 4 (Kansas City area) will add guard cable along
41 miles of I-70’s median in Lafayette County and
eastern Jackson County.

Today’s faster vehicles, heavier trucks and greater

traffic volumes have necessitated that medians be wider
than the 40 feet that was the national standard when

Contact Us

Your questions, comments and concerns about Improve [-70 are always
welcome. Contact the Improve [-70 Team by phone at 1-800-590-0066,
by email at comments@Improvel70.org, or by mail at

Improve 1-70
P.O. Box 410482

Kansas City, MO 64141

You may also visit our Web site at www.Improvel70.org.
For questions about other MoDOT projects and initiatives, call
1-888-ASK MODOT, or visit www.modot.org.

Missouri’s older interstate highways were designed
in the 1950s and ‘60s. The addition of guard cable
decreases the possibility of crossover accidents.

A team of District 4 engineers is designing the new
guard cable system to restore that margin of safety until
the day comes when I-70 can be rebuilt with wider
medians. Senior Highway Designer Christine Muehlher
explains that drawing up plans for the $5.8 million
project must take into account much more than putting
lines on paper.

“Three-strand guard cable will be installed in locations
where the median is less than 60 feet wide and in other
needed areas,” Muchlher said. The median profile must
be altered to provide both drainage and proper approach
angle so that the cables will slow and redirect vehicles
striking the system. “Where the slopes are steeper than

Improve 1-70
P.O. Box 410482
Kansas City, MO 64141

6:1, (falls one foot
over every six feet),
the median will also
be graded for proper
installation of the
cable.”

The guard cable is
expected to be in
place by late 2004.

Other I-70 guard
cable projects have
either been complet-
ed, are in progress,
or are planned for areas of Montgomery and Warren
Counties. MoDOT has also been proactive with regard
to guard cable on Interstates 44, 55, 435 and 270.

Christine Muehlher
Senior Highway Designer, MoDOT




