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CHAPTER VI 
Executive Order Findings and Other Agreements 

A. Wetlands – Only Practicable Alternative Finding 

Implementation of the proposed action will result in the loss of approximately 26.9 acres (10.9 
hectares) of jurisdictional wetlands.  The evaluation of these losses is contained in Chapter IV of 
the DEA.  In accordance with Executive Order 11990, avoidance and minimization of wetland 
impacts have been considered during project development and design adjustments made where 
feasible.  Because of geometric design considerations associated with widening of the existing 
highway, there are no practicable alternatives to the wetland impacts shown.  A permit required by 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be obtained from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to 
construction and wetland replacement will be provided for through this permit process.  Based on 
these considerations, it is determined that there is no practicable alternative to the proposed 
construction in wetlands and the proposed action includes all measures to minimize harm to 
wetlands which may result from such use. 

B. Floodplain – Only Practicable Alternative Finding 
In order to provide new travel lanes on the SIU 2 portion of I-70, it is necessary to locate additional 
travel lanes within and through the following floodplains: 

• Davis Creek and its tributaries 
• Lamine River  
• Choteau Creek 
• Martin Branch 
• Blackwater River 
• Long Branch 
• Coppers Creek 
• Harpers Branch  
• Mulkey Creek 
• Dry Creek 

The Preferred Alternative will affect a total of 98 acres (40 hectares) of floodplains in SIU 2.  The 
Preferred Alternative was determined to provide the best solution for existing roadway deficiencies 
and future traffic volumes and other study corridor needs.     

Because of geometric design considerations associated with widening of the existing highway, 
there are no practicable alternatives to the floodplain impacts shown.  In accordance with 
Executive Order 11988 and 23 CFR 650, Subpart A, avoidance and minimization of floodplain 
impacts have been considered during project development and design adjustments made where 
feasible.  The proposed action will conform to all applicable State and local floodplain protection 
standards.  A hydraulic design study that addresses various structure size alternatives will be 
completed during final design. 

C. Other Agreements 
The following agreements have been reached regarding the I-70 Improvement Study. Copies of 
these agreements may be found in the appendices of the DEA. 
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• Cooperating Agency Agreement Between FHWA And EPA; 
• Missouri I-70 Corridor Interagency Cooperative Agreement Agricultural Lands; 
• Missouri I-70 Corridor Interagency Partnering Agreement; 
• Historic I-70 Memorandum Of Understanding; 
• MoDot General NPDES Permit 
• Programmatic Agreement Between The FHWA and Missouri State Historic Preservation 

Officer, and The Advisory Council On Historic Preservation. 

D. Cultural Resources Programmatic Agreement 

 












