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DATE: January 12, 2004 TIME: 10:00 a.m. 

LOCATION: Missouri State Highway Patrol 
General Headquarters 
CHECK APPROPRIATE JOB WITH “X” 

SIU No. 1 - J4I1341D X 
SIU No. 2 - J4I1341E X 
SIU No. 3 - J4I1341F X 
SIU No. 4 - J4I1341G X 
SIU No. 5 - J4I1341H X 
SIU No. 6 - J4I1341J X 

SUBJECT: Coordination with the State Highway 
Patrol 

RE: 

SIU No. 7 - J4I1341K X 
 

Meeting Participants* Representing (Firm or Agency) 

Greg Kindle, Kevin Geiger, Malik Henderson, Dale 
Schmidt, Scott Simmons, Jerry Arnold, Greg Smith, 

Vince Ellis and Steve Frisbie 

Missouri State Highway Patrol 

Kathy Harvey, Bob Brendel and Mike Stephenson MoDOT 

Jerry Mugg and Chuck Miller HNTB 

* See attached sign-in sheet for contact information. 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
The meeting was held to inform the Missouri State Highway Patrol (MSHP) of the current I-70 
environmental planning study and more importantly to solicit input from the MSHP on I-70 
operational issues. 
 
An overview of the I-70 environmental study was provided by Jerry Mugg and Kathy Harvey.  
Written information was also provided in the form of a printed Fact Sheet and the First Tier 
EIS summary chapter.  Mike Stephenson also provided a brief overview of the ongoing 
incident management study underway across the I-70 corridor.  Following these presentation, 
the meeting was opened for general discussion on the I-70 corridor.  The following items were 
discussed: 

• Concern was expressed about the median cable currently being deployed across the 
corridor.  The problem was with added property damage crashes and the impact on typical 
enforcement practices.  These problem are offset by the safety benefit for the general 
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public, but MSHP operations are impacted.  The I-70 improvements proposed under the 
current planning effort would eliminate the need for the cable.  The typical urban section 
(I-470 to Oak Grove, through Columbia and Wright City to Lake St. Louis) will include a tall 
concrete median barrier.  In the remaining rural areas a wide median of approximately 124 
feet will be result that will provide ample recovery distance, which should eliminate most 
crossover crashes.   

• The need for coordination on median crossovers was discussed in relation to the median 
cable and the wide rural median ultimately planned.  The median crossovers are important 
for responding to emergencies and enforcement.  MoDOT will be inform the people 
designing the guard cable of the desire for coordination with MSHP.  It will be important 
that MoDOT coordinate with the MSHP on crossover locations when design of the ultimate 
I-70 improvements begins. 

• A need for wider shoulders on the Missouri River Bridge was expressed.  The proposed 
improvement will provide full shoulders inside and outside across all bridges in the I-70 
corridor.  At the Missouri River a new bridge will be constructed to carry one of the 
directions of traffic.  This will allow the existing bridge to carry three lanes with shoulders. 

• Adding crossover ramps on both sides of the Missouri River was suggested by an MSHP 
representative.  This would allow traffic from one bridge to be diverted to the other bridge 
in case of a complete bridge closure. 

• The biggest current problem is the closeness of the bridge piers to the edge of the 
roadway.  Drivers have limited room to maneuver if the leave the roadway.  The proposed 
improvements will lengthen all cross road bridges providing at least nationally accepted 
clearzone distances between the roadway edge and the bridge piers. 

• The observation was made that more crashes occur from drivers falling asleep than are 
caused by intoxicated drivers.   To mitigate this problem it was suggested that rumble 
strips be provide on all shoulders.  Current MoDOT design practice is to provide rumble 
strips on mainline shoulders, so improved I-70 should have rumble strips. 

• Insufficient truck parking was identified as a problem.  The proposed improvements 
include the consolidation of rest areas, but will provide additional truck parking spaces.  
The number truck parking spaces at rest areas will nearly double under the recommended 
plan. 

• The opportunity to restrict truck traffic to the two outside lanes was discussed.  The MSHP 
representatives all felt that restricting truck traffic was a good idea that would improve 
safety. 

• It was suggested that call boxes would be a good idea in the rural areas. 
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• The MSHP’s perception is that the taller concrete median barriers in the urban sections are 
beneficial.  They help reduce the number of people traveling in the other direction that are 
looking at an incident. 

• A drop off between the inside shoulder of I-70 and the median seems to exist following a 
recent resurfacing project.  The general area of the problem was between US 65 and 
Route 127.  MoDOT agreed to report this to representatives at the related Districts to 
investigate.   

 
Before adjourning the meeting.  The MSHP representatives were told that any additional input 
they may have is more than welcome.  They can provide additional input at the project Web 
site: www.ImproveI70.org; via email at: comments@ImproveI70.org; or by phone using the 
project hotline: 1-800-590-0066. 
 
 
 
Action Items Responsibility Deadline 

• MoDOT will inform the people designing the median 
cable of the MSHP’s desire to provide input on 
crossover locations. 

Kathy Harvey Jan. 14th 

• The MoDOT Districts 2 and 5 will be notified of the 
possible problem with the median drop off. 

Kathy Harvey Jan. 14th 
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