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Vacuum Breaker 

 

  
 

Description  
The Vacuum Breaker is a coupling with a spout that goes between the source (i.e. storage tank) and 
a distributor. This keeps the asphalt from spilling out onto the ground creating environmental 
hazards.   
 
Benefit 
Without the Vacuum Breaker, the hot liquid asphalt that is still in the line after loading comes out 
when the hoses are disconnected.  It would either spill onto the ground, creating an environmental 
hazard, or onto the individual disconnecting them, creating a safety hazard.  The Vacuum Breaker 
has a valve that when opened, drains the hoses of the hot liquid asphalt.  It can be drained into a 
container and the environmental and safety hazards are eliminated.
 
Materials and Labor 
The cost of materials is $97.50 and total amount of labor is 1 hour.  (See material list on the back of 
this page) 
 
For More Information Contact:  
Earl R. Puett Jr. at Earl.Puett@modot.mo.gov or (816) 261-8733. Additional contact is Travis 
Leader. 
 
Additional information, photos or videos can be seen by accessing Innovations Challenge SharePoint 
page at: http://sharepoint/systemdelivery/TP/Documents/InnovationsChallenge.aspx  
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