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Tailgate Lever 
 

 
Description  
The tailgate lever is a tool that attaches to the tailgate of a truck to open the gate and prop it open 
safely. It is easy to use and is stored in an easy to access place on the tailgate of a truck.   
 
Benefit 
In past years, there have been several incidents where employees were reaching in the open tailgate 
to clean and remove debris and when doing so the tailgate closed unexpectedly leading to injuries of 
hands and fingers.  This tool not only opens the tailgate in an easier manner, but also keeps the 
tailgate securely propped open until you close it.   
 
Materials and Labor 
The total cost of materials is about $8.  The total amount of labor is approximately 1 hour.   
 
For More Information Contact:  
David Powell at David.Powell@modot.mo.gov or (573) 629-5825.  Additional contact is Mark 
Moellering.   
 
Additional information, photos or videos can be seen by accessing Innovations Challenge SharePoint 
page at: http://sharepoint/systemdelivery/TP/Documents/InnovationsChallenge.aspx  
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