
   

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

  
  
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

    
 

 
 

   
  

  
  

   
 

   
  

 
 

  
    

 
    

   
     

   
  

    
 

 
 

    
 

 
    

 
 

    
 

   
 

MoDOT – Waterways Overview 

Contact Information: 
Email: MoPorts@modot.mo.gov 
Tel: 1-888-MO-PORTS 

Missouri Statute Chapter 68 RSMo allows for the 
formation of port authorities, and the department's 
waterways unit assists authorized cities and counties 
in forming port authorities to foster local economic 
development. MoDOT’s waterways staff promotes 
the use of Missouri's navigable rivers to make low-
cost waterborne transportation benefits available to 
business. It also assists in capital and administrative 
funding, acts as an informational clearinghouse, 
provides technical assistance and represents port 
interests within industrial and governmental circles. 
MoDOT’s waterways section also provides assistance 
and funding to two Mississippi River ferry crossings 
at Ste. Genevieve and Dorena. 

Funding Allocation Processes 
Capital 
• Port capital needs are jointly prioritized annually 

each year by MoDOT and the Missouri Port 
Authority Association. 

Administrative 
• Each port receives a base amount of 

administrative funding, plus additional funding 
determined by an agreed-upon set of 
performance criteria. Performance is evaluated 
annually. 

Ferry Boat 
• Both publicly supported ferry services 

(Mississippi County and Ste. Genevieve County) 
receive 50% of the available State Ferry Boat 
Assistance Funds. 

• Both publicly supported ferry services receive 
Federal Ferry Boat Program funds for capital 
projects. The funds are allocated by federal 
formula based on number of passengers, 
vehicles and total route miles. This federal 
allocation is admistered by MoDOT. 

Fast Facts 
• In Missouri, the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers 

together are more than 1,000 miles long (that’s 250 
miles longer than Interstates 44, 55 and 70 
combined). 

• Over 500 million tons of cargo flow on the 
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers annually; that is the 
equivalent of 19 million trucks on the highways. 

• Missouri’s first port authority was formed in 
Jefferson County in 1974.  Today there are 17 port 
authorities and one tri-state port commission. 

• Missouri has two publicly supported ferry services 
on the Mississippi River that carry 12,000 vehicles 
and 30,000 passengers annually. 

Funding Sources 
• Administrative Funds: $600,000 in SFY21 - from the 

State Transportation Fund 
• State Ferry Boat Assistance Funds: $176,000 in 

SFY21 - from the State Road Fund 
• Port Capital Improvement Funds: $5.3 million in 

SFY21 available from General Revenue for 
statewide improvements. 

• Federal Ferry Boat Program - total annual funding 
available is $100,000 

Partners 
• United States Army Corps of Engineers - Maintains 

river infrastructure. Regulates flow on the Missouri 
River. 

• United States Coast Guard - Responsible for 
navigation safety, including vessel certification, 
lighting, buoys, etc. 

• United States Maritime Administration - Part of the 
US Dept. of Transportation 

• Missouri Port Authority Association - Association of 
Missouri’s public port directors 

mailto:MoPorts@modot.mo.gov


   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

Joseph Regional Port Authority 
Phone: (816) 232-4461 

Port Authority of Kansas City Missouri 
Phone: (816) 559-3750 

Howard - Cooper County Reg ional Port Authority 
Phone: (660) 882-6574 

Heartland Port Authority of Central Missouri 
Phone: (573) 634-3616 

Lewis County Regional Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 767-5393 

Marion County Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 221-1033 

Pike - Li ncoln County Port Autho rity 
Phone: (573) 324-4297 

St. Charles County Port Authority 
Phone: (636) 949-7490 

St. Louis City Port Authority 
Phone: (314) 657-3744 

St. Louis County Port Authority 
Phone: (314) 615-7663 

Jefferson County Port Authority 
Phone: (636) 797-6046 

New Bourbon Regional Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 547-8357 

South&ast Missouri Regiona l Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 264-4045 

Mississippi County Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 683-0290 

New Madrid County Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 748-0649 

Pemiscot County Port Authority 
Phone: (573) 333-4125 

Jackson County Port Autho rity 
Phone: 
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Akers Ferry 
Phone: (573} 858-6645 

Winfield Ferry 

I I 
I I 

I 

' I c..,_.., -

i" 
I 

-L 

l 
1 

_I_ 

r 

,_ ·- -l 

I 
f- --

...J 

..., 

_, 

I 
..,__I /---1 

I 

I Akers L I 
I _-,,b.rrt_ --, 

-1 

1W , 
I 
I ,, 

r 
I 

1 

1 , -
_, 

I 

Multimodal Operations 

105 W. Capitol Ave 
Jefferson Cify , MO 65102 
Phong (573) 751 -8620 

F;n: (573)526-4709 

Phone: {618) 535-5759 
Golden Eagle Ferry 

Phone: {618) 535-5759 
Graft.on Ferry 

Phone: (800) 258-6645 

Ste. Genevieve - Modoc Ferry 
Phone: (8001 373-7007 

Dorena - Hickman Ferry 
Phone: (731) 693-0210 

1-'r'f.p~(f.d ~, (11,,~ou'I ll<\par:rrw,nt OI I r~n,::,,,1191 >00, ,r,.... l ~"'1~1 ,c,- uiann"'g 
July21,202D 

.A Active Public Port Authorities 

.A Inactive Public Port Authorities 

• State Supported Ferry 

• Non-State Supported Ferry 
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MoDOT – Waterways Overview 

MoDOT Waterways: 
http://www.modot.org/othertransportation/waterways/waterwaysgeneralinformation.htm 
US Army Corps of Engineers: http://www.usace.army.mil 
US Coast Guard: http://www.uscg.mil 
US Maritime Administration: http://www.marad.dot.gov 
Missouri Port Authority Association: http://www.missouriports.org 

http://www.modot.org/othertransportation/waterways/waterwaysgeneralinformation.htm
http://www.usace.army.mil/
http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.marad.dot.gov/
http://www.missouriports.org/

