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The Northwest District anad Freight >>

MoDOT’s Northwest District has 20 counties covering more than 10,770 square miles. Residents of Missouri’s
northwest region enjoy an excellent quality of life with the cost of living far below the national average, and
good access to excellent hospitals, educational institutions and outdoor recreation. St. Joseph, Chillicothe and
Maryville are the largest cities in the district. Top industries in the region include agribusiness, animal health,
and manufacturing, with major companies such as Farmland Foods, Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, and
Kawasaki Motors all choosing to locate their operations in the area.

Freight moves by multiple transportation modes in the Northwest District. Major area roads include 1-29, 1-229
and I-35 as well as US-24, US-36, US-59, US-65, US-69, US-71, US-136, US-159, US-169 and US-275.
Regional airports are located in Cameron, Chillicothe, Maryville, St. Jospeh and Trenton. Major rail access

is provided by Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Canadian Pacific Railway, Missouri North Central, Norfolk
Southern and Union Pacific. The region also has a Missouri River port facility in St. Joseph.
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Farm-to-market routes are essential to the region’s economy. Rail access in this region is decreas-
ing, so lettered routes are very important, not only for moving agriculture goods, but also as con-
nections for manufacturers to highways and interstates.

Road capacity upgrades are important in the region. Despite I-70 passing outside of the district to
the south, stakeholders indicated that it should be improved to a six-lane facility. Stakeholders also
suggested increasing capacity to four lanes between 1-29 and I-35 through Maryville. US-36 is an
important corridor for business owners and should be considered for interstate designation. One
private truck freight fleet operator called US-36 a “national best-kept secret.” He explained that it is
a safer route and that it saves his drivers an hour in drive time to Indianapolis.

’Q There is a dwindling rail presence in the district. Stakeholders pointed out that there were more

freight rail options in the past and many of those options no longer exist in the district.

’Q Economic development efforts, such as the Eastowne Business Park in St. Joseph, need adequate

roadway access. In addition, food industry businesses, such as Farmland Foods, could benefit from
investment in intermodal access.

’Q Low water levels and water quality in the district port and throughout the State concern stakehold-

ers, as does local funding for the port.

MoDOT is strategically reaching out
to key freight and industry stake-
holders, such as logistics directors,
shipping managers, and economic
development professionals to dis-
cuss freight issues, needs, con-
cerns, and opportunities in the state.

To date, MoDOT has received input
from more than 180 key freight
stakeholders through one-on-one in-
terviews, district freight forums and
surveys. Recurring themes from the
state and each district are emerging
and include:

NORTHWEST DISTRICT
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Missouri generally has a well-connected and functioning road
network until there is a hiccup, such as congestion, weather or
construction. Stakeholders also identified a need for capacity
and maintenance improvements to maintain reliability of inter-

states and minor routes.

Missouri is a “crossroads for the continent” and has a vast
freight network that is an asset for retaining existing businesses
and attracting new business. Stakeholders voiced concern that
not all modes are readily accessible and well connected with
other modes (e.g. rail to water ports) and that work needs to be
done to integrate the freight modal networks.

There is a need to engage additional stakeholders to help
guide the freight plan. Previous efforts have lacked private
sector engagement. Over the last several years MoDOT has
collaborated with several private sectors groups on successful
projects. This is an opportunity to build on those relationships,

share information and continue to collaborate.

Investigate possibilities for utilizing waterways. Stakeholders
see potential for growth on the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers
but consistently brought up concerns including frequency of
dredging, lack of improvements to the lock and dam system
and inconsistent water levels. The expansion of the Panama
Canal was also mentioned by stakeholders who want to make
sure the state is positioned to take advantage of potentially
increased freight flow and remain competitive. Stakeholders
are concerned about low water levels and the impacts to
operations if dredging frequency decreases.

Appropriately funding freight transportation projects is a key
stakeholder concern. Stakeholders voiced a need to preserve
the existing freight network and systems, but also said that im-
provements and enhancements are key to growing the state’s
economy.



