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Background and Purpose:
To remind designers that a procedure was developed in answer to questions raised by designers regarding how to apply the effective K value for telescoping column design and to announce that this procedure may be used for column-drilled shaft combinations.  
The procedure was originally released 11 November, 2008 as “Using RC-PIER for Telescoping Column Design”.
Guidance:

The procedure outlined in EPG 751.31.2.4 shows a method to calculate an effective K for a telescoping column, but does not state how to apply the factor accurately for design calculations. Assumptions have been made by designers to model the telescoping column in STRESS and in applying the effective K factor that are neither consistent nor correct.  With the switch to LRFD, designers will be transitioning from STRESS to RC-Pier for the analysis engine.  This switch may cause even more confusion as RC-Pier has different limitations from the STRESS program used for LFD design.  Telescoping columns as used here includes either two columns of different diameter or a column and drilled shaft combination.  Procedure is valid only for telescoping columns with no more than two different diameters.

Use for all piers with telescoping columns including piers with drilled shafts.  


Procedures are developed as design aids and may be found on the Development Section 
Webpage or alternatively at T:\br-proj\A_Development\DS Procedures and Charts.
Development Section
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