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Background and Purpose:
The current EPG sections pertaining to PTFE bearings are missing design guidance contained in earlier bridge manuals.  Development Section is working on updating and creating new guidance to align with the AASHTO LRFD Specifications and to address concerns related to PTFE and Elastomeric Pad movement under loading.  Until these updates are implemented, the following guidance shall be followed.
Guidance:
Frictional Resistance: 
· For substructure design, follow guidance found in EPG 751.40.8.2.3.
· The following note shall be added to the General Notes of the Bridge Standard Drawings for all TYPE “N” PTFE bearings:

Design Coefficient of Friction = 0.06
Stopper Plates and Straps:
Either stopper plates, or both stopper plates and straps shall be used to restrain potential longitudinal, or both potential longitudinal and transverse elastomeric pad movement respectively.  Both types of plates are shown on the Bridge Standard Drawings; however designers need to verify that the straps will fit between the elastomeric pad and the anchor bolts.  Typically, straps are not used if they don’t fit between the pad and the anchor bolts.  If this is the case, then the stopper plates without the recessed ends are used and the strap details are removed.

Anchor bolts may be located further from the pads to accommodate these straps if the maximum distance between the anchor bolt and the edge of girder given in the EPG is not exceeded and only if the anchor bolts are believed to be insufficient in restraining potential elastomeric pad transverse movement.  This may be the case for large pads, wide roadways or large skews.
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