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U.S. Traffic Deaths 
1983-2006
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Traffic Fatality Rates 
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Alcohol-Related Fatalities and Rates 
1982 - 2006

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06
0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8



6

Observed Safety Belt Use 
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Motorcyclist Fatalities
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What Works ?
Impaired Driving/ Belt Use

• Strong laws

• High visibility enforcement

• Strategic communications
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USE EACH DAY
This is the beginning of a new day. God 
has given it to us to use as we will. We can 
waste it or use for good, but what we do 
today is important because we are 
exchanging a day of our lives for it. When 
tomorrow comes, this day will be gone 
forever leaving in its place something we 
have traded for it. … For me,  I want it to 
be gain and not loss. I want it to be for 
good and not evil.   I want it to be for 
success not failure.  Hartsill Wilson



THANK YOUTHANK YOU
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Alcohol Involvement Rate .08 
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Alcohol Involvement Rate VMT 
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Safety Belt Use Among 
Fatalities
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Speed-Related Crashes
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Kansas Motorcycle Fatalities
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A Multi-Faceted Approach Works to 
Reduce Impaired Driving
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Observed Use Rates and 
Use Among Fatalities  

1983-2006
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What Works to Increase What Works to Increase 
Seat Belt Use?Seat Belt Use?

• Primary belt laws

• High visibility enforcement

• Strategic communications
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US Population By Segment
(Squaring the U.S. Population Pyramid 1950-2030)
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ITS TECHNOLOGY

ALCOHOL IMPAIRED DRIVERS
INEXPERIENCED TEEN DRIVERS
UNBUCKLED FREE TO CHOOSE 
DRIVERS
18-34 MALE INVINCIBLE DRIVERS
OLDER DRIVERS
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ADVANCED OP TECHNOLOGY

ADVANCED AIR BAG SYSTEMS

ADAPTIVE AIR BAG SYSTEMS

SEAT BELT REMINDER SYSTEMS

ELECTRONIC STABILITY CONTROL
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ADVANCED IMPAIRED DRIVING 
TECHNOLOGY

IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICES
TISSUE SPECTROGRAPHY
OCCULAR MEASURES
ETHANOL VAPOR DETECTOR

TRANSDERMAL
ENVIRONMENTAL
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OLDER DRIVER TECHNOLOGY

COLLISION AVOIDANCE SYSTEMS
AUDITORY, VISUAL, BRAKE PULSE 
SIGNALS TO WARN DRIVER

HEADS UP DISPLAYS
DASH DISPLAYS WITH INFORMATION

VISION ENHANCEMENT SYSTEMS



27

OTHER ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY

INTERSECTION DETECTION SYSTEMS
PAVEMENT LIGHTING TO ALERT 
DRIVERS OF PEDESTRIANS 
ANIMAL WARNING SYSTEMS – USE 
RADAR TO DETECT LARGE ANIMALS 
APPROACHING ROADWAY-
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ITS & SAFETY

IT’S ALL ABOUT IMPACTING 
BEHAVIORS IN ORDER TO SAVE 
LIVES AND PREVENT INJURIES,  
THAT IS OUR MISSION AT NHTSA.  

WE HAVE USED UP ALL THE EASY 
COUNTERMEASURES.  TECHNOLOGY 
IS IT.
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