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ENTRY INFORMATION 

	Division No.
	6) Writing

	Category No.
	6b

	Title of Entry
	Investing in Tomorrow’s Transportation (IT3) Op-Ed (Georgia Department of Transportation)


CONTACT INFORMATION

	Entrant/Organization Name
	Georgia Department of Transportation

	Contact Name
	David Spear

	Title
	Press Secretary

	Street Address
	600 W. Peachtree Street, One Georgia Center, 18th Floor

	City
	Atlanta

	State
	Georgia

	ZIP/Postal Code
	30308

	Phone
	404.631-1931

	E-mail
	dspear@dot.ga.gov


ENTRY PROFILE

1)
Situation, goals and objectives of public relations activity

Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue introduced the statewide transportation partnership called Investing in Tomorrow’s Transportation Today or IT3  in June 2008. The partnership was designed to bring the Department of Transportation, Georgia Regional Transportation Authority, the General Assembly, local partners and the executive branch together to formulate strategies that will improve transportation infrastructure throughout the state.  
Then-GDOT Commissioner Gena Evans played a central role in introducing the partnership to stakeholders, working in collaboration with the General Assembly’s transportation committees and other partners to develop a business case for transportation investment.  The Commissioner led a statewide tour to seek input from stakeholders.
Prior to and in conjunction with the Commissioner’s tour, GDOT’s Communications Division launched a statewide media and outreach campaign to inform the public about the partnership, to lay out goals of the initiative, and to seek input from stakeholders.  The Department also sought early support from editorial boards of large and community newspapers around the state.

The Op-ed was written in support of the partnership (on behalf of then-Commissioner  Evans) and appeared  in the Atlanta Constitution, with others appearing in dailies and community newspapers across the state.
2)
Target audience

Taxpayers and legislators.
3)
Measurable results

Hundreds of stakeholders, including taxpayers and legislators, attended events across the state 

to discuss investment in transportation. The Department collected data and feedback that 
supported its case for additional funding for transportation in the state and presented their 
findings to members of the Georgia General Assembly and the state transportation board. 
