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	2. Print and Electronic Publications 

	Category No.
	a) Print or electronic newsletter, internal

	Title of Entry
	ODOT “Transcript” 


CONTACT INFORMATION
	Entrant/Organization Name
	Ohio Department of Transportation 

	Contact Name
	Scott Varner

	Title
	Deputy Director/Communications Director

	Street Address
	1980 West Broad Street

	City
	Columbus

	State
	Ohio

	ZIP/Postal Code
	43223

	Phone
	614-644-8640

	E-mail
	scott.varner@dot.state.oh.us


ENTRY PROFILE
1)
Situation, goals and objectives of public relations activity

For more than 20 years, the Ohio Department of Transportation has published Transcript, an internal employee newsletter with a circulation of 6,000. In it, readers find articles on all modes of transportation, safety efforts, strategic initiatives, new equipment and technology, legislation affecting transportation, as well as human interest stories about charitable giving and heroic acts. Transcript is produced in-house, using Adobe Create Suite. Graphic elements and photographs are created and/or edited using Illustrator and Photoshop, and final layout completed with InDesign. The resulting document is printed on plyester plates and printed in four-color process at ODOT’s print shop. All photographs and stories are produced and edited by ODOT employees.

For this particular issue, the ODOT Division of Communications decided to create the department’s first ever “Green” issue.
2)
Target audience

This bi-monthly Employee Newsletter is shared with ODOT’s 5600 employees. It is also read by visitors to all of ODOT’s 12 District Offices and Central Office headquarters. Copies are mailed to federal, state and local legislators and elected officials. Most outside readers find Transcript online by visiting the ODOT website, www.dot.state.oh.  
3)
Measurable results
This edition featured, ODOT’s “Go Green” efforts, which detailed ODOT’s statewide environmentally friendlier efforts in the workplace and on our interstates, state routes, U.S. routes and rest areas. The focus on “Go Green” was the “centerpiece” of this 12-page edition. Green Locomotives, a two-time Heisman Trophy winner helping with litter pick-up, an all “green” rest area, and ODOT’s very own Rain Garden were all featured. The objective was to let readers know what ODOT is doing to preserve our environment.
This edition of Transcript also highlighted Ohio Governor Ted Strickland’s announcement Ohio’s historic investments into more than 200 transportation projects funded with highway dollars from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

Since one week in April is routinely devoted to National Work Zone Safety Awareness week, a photograph of the Veterans’ Glass City Skyway in Toledo was prominently displayed. This landmark bridge is the only cable stay bridge in the world with an LED lighting display on the pylon. For National Work Zone Safety Awareness week, the bridge was turned into a giant orange barrel.

