2009 FOUNDERS AWARD – JEFF STRATEN

AASHTO’s Subcommittee on Public Affairs has been presenting the “Founder’s Award” for 20 year years.  It is given to individuals who have made long-term positive impacts on the public affairs profession, and served as a member of the AASHTO Subcommittee on Public Affairs as a regional representative, Awards or Site Selection Committee member, Executive Team member, or host of the National Transportation Public Affairs Workshop. 

A dozen individuals have received this honor so far. Tonight, it is my pleasure to tell you why Jeff Straten of the Idaho Transportation Department is about to join this elite group.

After earning a degree in communications, Jeff went to work as a cub reporter for a weekly newspaper. He later accepted a job as in the Communications office of a semiconductor maker, writing employee newsletters.  Downsizing cost him his job.
So, Jeff did what most out-of-work communicators do when they can’t find a good-paying job … he went to work for a DOT as a Director of Public Relations.  He’s been with Idaho DOT for 22 years. 

Jeff’s survived a whirlwind of administrative changes including transportation board members, directors, and administrators. A series of funding conferences and groundbreaking ceremonies the past two years earned him a role as a clandestine and unofficial re-election campaign chair for the sitting governor.

He’s held every NTPAW leadership position and has rarely missed this annual conference over the past 22 years. Idaho hosted the conference in 1992 and it is preparing to do so again next year in 2010. It’s guaranteed… and I quote from one of his colleagues… to be off-the-wall, in an almost tasteful way.

Please help me congratulate Jeff Straten for winning the 2009 AASHTO Subcommittee on Public Affairs “Founders Award.”
