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8c- Photo

Deconstruction of an Overpass

1) Situation, goals and objectives of public relations activity
The Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) was in the middle of the largest construction project in the State’s history, the I-195 Relocation Project, better known as the Iway. This project involved the creation of one mile of new I-195 and one and one half miles of resurfaced and realigned I-95.  It also involved the creation of a new I-195/I-95 interchange, as well as the construction of 15 new bridges.  Some of these bridges replaced those that were also structurally deficient and functionally obsolete. The best way to demolish these outdated bridges was to do so overnight because it would prove to be less of an impact to the motoring public.  
Since most people would be asleep when this happened, RIDOT sent its staff photographer Chuck Aube out to capture the most memorable moments.
“I took this photo at the end of January 2009. There was fresh snow on the landscape surrounding the bridges. With the deconstruction of the concrete bridge deck, the cement dust flew up in the air and with an almost mist-like quality it created an eerie feeling like you were the only one there. It was as though I was in the middle of the ‘War of the Worlds’,” said Chuck Aube.
The submitted photo shows a sheering claw and hammer ripping through the remains of the former Friendship Street overpass over I-95 in Providence.  It demonstrates the energy and ferociousness of the demolition process, tearing down an old and decrepit bridge. These two pieces of machinery, working in tandem, completed the task at hand.  
Our goal was to showcase this component of the overnight construction activity of the Iway project to the general public. Our chosen venue was through the Internet, focusing on our homepage and our newsletter.  
2) Target audience

Our target audience was the general public who normally do not witness overnight construction activities on the Interstate.
3) Measurable results

This photo illustrates a first hand account of what happened during the evening of the bridge demolition activity.  As stated above, we used the photo on our homepage at www.dot.ri.gov and in our newsletter at: http://www.dot.ri.gov/documents/news/interchg/Winter2009.pdf.
These two outlets, which typically reach an audience of nearly 50,000 people, were readily available to the general public and provided a great opportunity for interested parties to learn more about the Iway project.
