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At the Visitors Center, Naturalist Cyndi
Evans explains, “The hison like to hang out

here. They like to scratch themselves on the

signs and eat the fresh grass and put their
noses up to the windows.”

Mud blobs on the panes and footprints on
the sidewalks prove her point. The problem
may get worse, since about 25 of the park’s
76 bison recently had calves. About 36 elk
live here, too, as well as prairie chickens an
other prairie-dwellers, including the south-
ern plains skink and many insect species
found nowhere else in the state. More than
150 bird species have been sighted here.

Established in 1980, the 3,702-acre park is
Missouri's largest remaining tallgrass prai-
rie landscape. More than 13 million acres
of tallgrass prairie once covered Missouri;
today only 65,000 acres remain, scattered i
small sites. Visitors can learn a lot through
the interpretive displays at the center, or by
hiking the four trails. Early morning or late
evening are the best times to hike, to truly
appreciate the vastness of the prairie, and t
uniqueness of Missouri’s southwest corner.

Until next time, may your destinations
be exciting and the journeys to them
eye-opening. =

Pam Droog is editor of Pathways and
an outreach specialist at MoDOT
General Headquarters.
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the calibrations,” Kennedy says. “We take advantage of downtime. We have too much
to do to just watch TV in a motel.”

“Our job is an adventure!” Kennedy says. “We have a
really beautiful state so it's fun tcavel and meet different people.”

Jordan enjoyed traveling more before his daughter was born.
“Now what | like best is working with the computers and video,” he says.

Although they've never had an accident, Kennedy says,
“When you take an expensive piece of equipment like the ARAN down a city street it's
very stressful because someone could do $100,000 damage in an instant. But safety is
big with us. We're careful to protect the taxpayers’ investment.”

Also, “everything is recorded!” Jordan notes. “It’s like people are constantly watching
us, but they're a week behind.”

Kennedy recently purchased and is now remodeling his grandfather’s
farm near Dixon. He also “fools around with” and sells Camaros and Firebirds.

When he’s not hunting deer or
turkey, or preparing customers’ tro-
phies at Jordan Taxidermy in New
Bloomfield, Jordan relaxes with his
wife, Cindy, and daughter, Kaci, 2.

After spending
so much time together in the ARAN,
Jordan and Kennedy surely must be
good friends.

“We tolerate each other,” Kennedy
says, with a laugh
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