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Welcome to the March edition of WESTport, MoDOT District 4’s newsletter to our 
Missouri General Assembly members, city and county officials, and other transportation 
partners from the west central region. 

You will receive monthly updates of District 4 projects and activities throughout the 
regular General Assembly session, and periodic updates during the rest of the year. We 
hope you will find the information useful and enlightening. 

Our District 4 staff is always available to answer your questions and address constituent 
concerns. See our list of contacts at the bottom of this newsletter for telephone numbers 
and other information, or visit our district website at www.modot.org/kansascity/ 

Noland Road Bridge Over I‐70 Comes Down 

MoDOT is committed to quickly deliver projects of great value, and to working with 
community partners to meet their expectations. Replacing the Noland Road bridge by 
early spring is the latest example of our commitment. 

After months of collaboration and planning among MoDOT, the Independence 
Chamber of Commerce and area businesses, this key Independence overpass is being 
replaced as quickly as possible. The Noland Road Bridge, a main north‐south artery for 
the city of Independence, carries more than 28,000 vehicles per day. At more than 40 
years old, the bridge’s advanced deterioration required replacement. 

Thanks to cooperation among city officials and business owners, MoDOT was given the 
support to close Noland Road at I‐70 to remove and replace the bridge. Many were 
concerned about the affects replacing the bridge would have on the area, since Noland 
Road is flanked by retail shops, car dealerships, restaurants and a high school. 

After reviewing all options, city officials and business owners came to an agreement 
with MoDOT. They found that bridge demolition and complete replacement would be 
the best alternative. 

Demolition took place on Saturday and Sunday, February 16 and 17. Traffic along I‐70 
was rerouted to the exit and entrance ramps at Noland Road during removal to 
ensure the safety of those traveling along the interstate. Another closure of I‐70 at 
Noland Road will occur during several hours between Friday, March 7, and Sunday,



March 9, to place bridge girders. MoDOT’s goal is to open the new Noland Road bridge 
by the third week of May or sooner. 

Ceremony Marks the Completion of 3‐Trails Crossing 
Memorial Highway 

A ribbon cutting celebration in December marked the untangling of the old Triangle 
interchange in south Kansas City, opened more than a year ahead of schedule. 

Now known as 3‐Trails Crossing Memorial Highway, the convergence of Route 71 and 
Interstates 435 and 470 presented several challenges to designers and construction 
teams over the six years and eight months from groundbreaking to the Dec. 14 ribbon 
cutting. 

First, MoDOT committed to keeping all mainline lanes open during peak periods 
during construction. Second was the commitment to untangle some segment each year 
so that benefits of reconstruction wouldn’t be delayed. Finally, everyone on the project 
– consulting design firm HNTB Corp., and contractors Clarkson Construction Co. and 
APAC – Kansas, Inc. – were driven to open all mainline lanes well before the eight 
years projected to complete the project. 

The $260 million construction cost stayed close to the project’s initial estimate, despite 
some changes in scope and fluctuations in the economy. The old interchange struggled 
to handle 250,000 vehicles per day, with the new interchange equipped to 
accommodate 400,000 vehicles, with the ability to expand to handle traffic demands 
beyond that when needed. 

The new name, approved by the Missouri General Assembly in 2005, reflects the rich 
transportation heritage of the site of the interchange, which once was a convergence of 
the Santa Fe, Oregon and California trails. As a state highway, elements of the 
Triangle’s history go back to 1925, when 71 Highway was constructed as an 18‐foot‐ 
wide, two‐lane concrete highway on 30 feet of right of way. It was widened to 29 feet 
of concrete in 1934, then converted to a four‐lane, divided highway in the early 1960s, 
then in the later 1960s, MoDOT added the I‐435 interchange – and tens of thousands 
more vehicles. In the mid 1970s, I‐470 was built to join the interchange and soon it 
became known as the Triangle. 

The new interchange was built in several phases, beginning with I‐435. Westbound I‐ 
470 began in 2002, and eastbound I‐435 and eastbound I‐470 a year later. 

Kansas City Scout Receives Prestigious Award 

The Kansas City Chapter of the American Public Works Association honored Kansas 
City Scout with the 2007 Operations Excellence Award. This award recognizes 
outstanding public works operation programs that improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of governmental operations, and also improves the quality of life for those



who live and work within that community. Kansas City Scout received this award for 
Scout’s Travel Time Implementation Project. 

Kansas City Scout launched Travel Times, a key weapon in congestion management in 
January of 2007. Travel Times represents the time it takes a driver, driving at current 
freeway speeds to travel from one fixed point to another target.  Scout’s Travel Times 
are calculated using the vehicle detector station (VDS) equipment in the roadway. 
Travel Time information once calculated by the system is automatically posted and 
then updated continually on Scout’s Dynamic Message Signs DMS). If data cannot be 
retrieved by the system no Travel Times are displayed on that particular DMS to ensure 
that no misinformation is given to the public. 

Kansas City Scout is a bi‐state traffic management system that uses technology such as 
closed‐circuit cameras, electronic message boards, and sensors to monitor and manage 
traffic on more than 90 miles of local freeways. The Kansas and Missouri departments 
of transportation launched the Scout system in 2004 and jointly maintain and operate 
it. 

Changes on the Horizon 

A grand celebration signified the completion of yet another project in the Kansas City 
area. Freezing temperatures didn’t stop more than 30 guests from attending a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in December, celebrating the completion of a $20 million 
interchange at Interstate 635 and Horizons Parkway in Riverside. 

This project, with funds administered by MoDOT, was a cost‐share project with the city 
of Riverside. The completion was also made possible with the help from funds secured 
by Senator Kit Bond. The new interchange includes improvements along the north and 
southbound lanes and the resurfacing of shoulders and ramps of I‐635. All of these 
improvements were completed to increase the efficiency of traffic throughout the 
growing and developing area. This area, the result of an $80 million levee project, 
provides 900 acres for development between Highway 9 and I‐635. 

Contacts 

District 4 Headquarters Beth Wright, District Engineer 
600 NE Colbern Road Linda Clark, Assistant District Engineer 
Lee’s Summit, MO  64086 Chris Redline, Assistant District Engineer 
Telephone 816­622­6500 Sharon Taegel, Assistant to District Engineer



Kirsten Munck, Area Engineer for Platte and Clay Counties 
Telephone 816­437­3628 

Jesse Skinner, Area Engineer for Urban Interstate Corridors 
Telephone 816­622­0510 

Mark Stock, Area Engineer for Jackson and Cass Counties 
Telephone 816­889­3758 

Darryl Lamson, Area Engineer for Lafayette, Johnson, Henry and Ray Counties 
Telephone 660­885­3749


