
I-29/I-35 Draft EIS 
& Location Study

Project BackgroundProject Background
How we got where we are … and where we’re going!



• This corridor is heavily utilized.  Future,
regional traffic projections show that there will 
be additional demand for vehicle capacity.  

• The pavement needs improvement.  

• Short exit and entrance ramps can make 
merging and exiting difficult. 

• Because shoulders are narrow, or non-existent 
in some places, a minor incident can cause a 
major traffic jam. 

Why is MoDOT studying possible Why is MoDOT studying possible 
improvements for this corridor? improvements for this corridor? 



Why is MoDOT studying possible Why is MoDOT studying possible 
improvements for this corridor?improvements for this corridor?

• Crashes in the area exceed the 
statewide average for similar 
facilities. 

• The Paseo Bridge will need to be 
replaced or undergo significant 
additional rehabilitation to remain in 
use over the next 60 to 75 years.



Why is MoDOT studying possible Why is MoDOT studying possible 
improvements for this corridor?improvements for this corridor?

• This is one of the main links between 
established communities and activity centers 
in downtown Kansas City, Missouri and North 
Kansas City. 

• This corridor is also an important regional link.  

• As part of the Interstate Highway system, and 
as part of a transportation system that serves 
local industry and business, it is important for 
the facility to safely accommodate truck traffic. 



Moving from Planning to Moving from Planning to 
ConstructionConstruction

1. Plan1. Plan

Major Investment Study (MIS)
The Northland-Downtown MIS 
was an area-wide study to decide 
the types of general 
transportation system 
improvements needed and 
general locations.



Project PlanningProject Planning

The Northland-Downtown MIS outlined a range of strategies to address 
regional needs.  The strategies include bike/ped projects, transit initiatives 
and roadway improvements.  Improvements to the I-29/I-35 corridor were 
discussed as part of the mid-term improvements.  With support from local 
community leaders, the improvements to the I-29/I-35 corridor were 
identified as local priority.
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1. Plan1. Plan

Major Investment Study (MIS)
The Northland-Downtown MIS was 
an area-wide study to decide the 
types of general transportation 
system improvements needed and 
general locations.

Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) The I-29/I-35 EIS will help 
agencies and communities decide 
how to make specific needed 
improvements while avoiding or 
minimizing negative impacts.



Project Planning 

What is an Environmental Impact What is an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)?Statement (EIS)?

The EIS process was created through the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA), and is structured to document how a project would impact the nearby 
area, for better or worse.  An EIS evaluates possible impacts of a proposed project 
to:

people and communities
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Project Planning 

What is an Environmental Impact What is an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS)?Statement (EIS)?

The EIS process was created through the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA), and is structured to document how a project would impact the nearby 
area, for better or worse.  An EIS evaluates possible impacts of a proposed project 
to:

people and communities

buildings, businesses 
and historic sites

as well as

natural habitats and resources, 
including air and noise pollution



Project Planning 

What Does the EIS Do?What Does the EIS Do?
• The goal is to address the need for improvements, while avoiding as many 

negative impacts as possible, and finding ways to mitigate for unavoidable 
negative impacts.  

• The I-29/I-35 EIS establishes a footprint within which any number of 
reasonable alternatives might be constructed.



Project Planning 

I-29/I-35 EIS 
1. Concepts:
Develop draft Purpose and 
Need and general ideas to 
improve I-29/I-35
Summer, 2004



Purpose and NeedPurpose and Need
Planned improvements will need to:

• Replace deteriorating infrastructure and improve 
interchanges

• Improve traffic safety

• Improve interstate system linkage across the Missouri River

• Provide sufficient vehicle capacity and improve traffic 
operation

• Improve access to the Kansas City CBD and other major 
activity centers

• Facilitate the movement of trucks



Project Planning 

I-29/I-35 EIS 
1. Concepts:
Develop draft Purpose and 
Need and general ideas to 
improve I-29/I-35
Summer, 2004

2. Screening
Gather technical data, agency 
and public feedback on (1) the 
formal project Purpose and 
Need and (2) which ideas seem 
most feasible
Fall, 2004
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How do the concepts work together?
-Mainline Improvements
-North Sub-Corridor
-River Crossing Sub-Corridor
-CBD North Loop Sub-Corridor
Winter 2004-2005
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4. EIS Level Evaluation
What are the impacts of each 
alternative? Can those impacts 
be avoided, mitigated or reduced?  
What do stakeholders think?
Spring 2005 – Spring 2006
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5. Draft EIS Review 
& Public Hearing
What do agencies and the public 
think of the findings in the Draft 
EIS?  Of the proposed solution 
or solutions?  Have we missed 
anything? 
April 6 – May 22, 2006

WE ARE HERE
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6.  Final EIS
Make any adjustments 
to the Draft  EIS assessment 
of impacts and 
recommendations based 
on public and agency input.  
Formal approval (called a 
ROD) is anticipated in 
late 2006.



Can I Influence the Can I Influence the 
Findings in the Findings in the Draft EISDraft EIS??

• Yes.  The purpose of this hearing and the formal comment period is to 
get public and agency input on the findings and recommendations within 
the Draft EIS.   

• The formal comment period ends May 22, 2006. 

• Substantive comments, responses and any needed changes to the Draft 
EIS will be incorporated into the Final EIS for review by the Federal 
Highway Administration.

We need your input on the Draft EIS findings and recommendations!
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Moving from Planning to Moving from Planning to 
ConstructionConstruction

1. Plan1. Plan

Major Investment Study (MIS)
The Northland-Downtown MIS was 
an area-wide study to decide the 
types of general transportation 
system improvements needed and 
general locations.

Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) The I-29/I-35 
EIS will help agencies and 
communities decide how to 
make specific needed 
improvements while avoiding or 
minimizing negative impacts.

Funding is identified, land is 
purchased, final project plans are 
completed, construction contracts are 
awarded and  construction begins. 

2. Design2. Design

3. Build3. Build

After funding is identified, the design 
phase includes creating preliminary 
and final designs and developing 
detailed construction drawings.  

For most projects, the design and 
build steps are separate stages.  
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Moving from Planning to Moving from Planning to 
ConstructionConstruction

1. Plan1. Plan

Major Investment Study (MIS)
The Northland-Downtown MIS was 
an area-wide study to decide the 
types of general transportation 
system improvements needed and 
general locations.

The I-29/I-35 Missouri River 
crossing portion of this project was 
approved to be one of three pilot 
design-build projects for MoDOT.  

More information about that process 
is available in the exhibit room.

Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) The I-29/I-35 
EIS will help agencies and 
communities decide how to 
make specific needed 
improvements while avoiding or 
minimizing negative impacts.

Funding is identified, land is 
purchased, final project plans are 
completed, construction contracts are 
awarded and  construction begins. 

2. Design2. Design

3. Build3. Build

After funding is identified, the design 
phase includes creating preliminary 
and final designs and developing 
detailed construction drawings.  



Important InformationImportant Information
• The Draft EIS suggests likely options for improvements and right-of-

way and evaluates their impacts. During the design or design-build 
process, proposed improvements may change but will need to remain 
within the right-of-way established by the EIS process.

• The goal is to allow as much flexibility as possible for innovation in the 
corridor, balanced with responsible and efficient use of tax dollars, via 
the design-build process.  

• As MoDOT goes through the design-build process, all proposed plans 
will be carefully monitored and assessed to make sure they do not 
introduce significant impacts not covered in the EIS, and that they meet 
the project Purpose and Need.

• The design-build process will include opportunities for public 
involvement.



TonightTonight

• After this presentation, please look at the maps and exhibits in the next 
room.  A copy of the Draft EIS is also available for your review. 

• The Draft EIS recommendations are based on meeting the need for 
corridor improvements while avoiding, minimizing and mitigating 
negative impacts.

• We need your input.  Please fill out a comment form, or make a 
statement to the court reporter.  You can leave your completed 
comment form here, or mail your comments to the address on the back 
of the form by May 22, 2006. 

• A list of Draft EIS viewing locations is available from any team member.



Thank you!Thank you!

Your time, input and participation are 
very much appreciated!


