
  

 

 

November 15, 2013 
 
Missouri Department of Transportation 
105 W. Capitol Ave. 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
 
SUBJECT: LPA On-Call: Structures 
  
Dear Selection Committee: 
 
We appreciate how the relationships we have built as a MoDOT trusted bridge 
partner have allowed GBA’s bridge group to grow into one of the largest Bridge 
Group’s in the area.  
 
With 13 engineers, including nine P.E.s, we have partnered with MoDOT and 
Missouri Local Public Agencies (LPA) on over 70 bridge replacement and 
rehabilitation projects. We value your trust and we show it by meeting each project’s 
challenges. We have a history of delivering every project on time, particularly when 
faced with short timeframes.  
 
Our bridge team is adept in working with counties and cities on LPA projects and we 
understand each project will require a unique solution while using practical design. 
As you consider why GBA is the right partner for this project, we know you will ask 
yourself: What benefits will LPAs receive by selecting GBA as their consultant? The 
answer is: 
 

1) Reputation – GBA is an on-call bridge consultant for several counties and 
MoDOT. Please contact Dennis Heckman, State Bridge Engineer, at (573) 
751-4676 or the Platte County Public Works Director, Greg Sager, at (816) 
858-2223 for references. We consistently receive good reviews from both. 

2) Expertise – GBA has a proven understanding of how purpose and need is 
applied to bridge design, stream hydrology and the LPA manual. 

3) Innovation – GBA won consecutive years of bridge practical design awards, 
including one on an LPA project, by helping our clients save money.  

4) Quality – Our bridge group has worked hard to earn a reputation for quality 
plans and we create a quality plan for each project. Clear and constructible 
bridge plans provide the LPA a durable bridge at low bid prices. 
 

Project Approach 
Our approach on each project will start by evaluating the bridge site with the LPA 
and defining the purpose and need with them. We will work directly with them to 
minimize impacts to the traveling public and ultimately provide a safe bridge 
solution. Right-of-way, environmental and permitting requirements must be defined 
and preferably minimized. GBA performs these services in-house. Practical design 
involving simple solutions will be the basis of the process.  
 
We already provide BEAP services and on-call type services to MoDOT as well as 
other Cities and Counties. We will build from this experience to provide the LPAs the 
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quality services they need at a value. Low-cost but effective plans will be one of the 
keys to successful projects, and we are experienced at providing quality plans.  
 
Our Award-Winning LPA Project 
Sharps Station Bridge Replacement 
Platte County, Missouri 
 
This LPA (BRO funds) project won a Practical Design 
Award from MoDOT in 2008. The project involved 
improving seven miles of gravel roadway and 
replacement of two bridges, including a structurally 
deficient truss. The initial construction cost to address 
the County’s wish list and bring the project up to 
current standards was approximately $5 million. With 
a budget of $2 million for the project, we set to work 
on defining the real purpose and need of the project. 
Engaging residents in a public meeting revealed that 
flooding problems at the bridge site was not a major 
concern, and therefore we were able to minimize profile 
changes to the road while replacing the structurally deficient truss bridge over Jowler 
Creek. These items, coupled with other cost-saving changes resulted in a project 
awarded at $1.93 million. This project satisfied the concerns of residents, left the 
project limits in a safer condition than it was previously, and met the requirements 
for full Soft Match Credit. In addition, this project was not only designed in 2007, 
but was let in July of 2007, with construction completed in December of 2007. 
 
Our Team 
We will commit the key members listed below to the projects when required. 

 
Tim Ross, P.E.  Principal-in-Charge, 35 years 
Jim Jarrett, P.E.  Project Manager, NHI Certified, 20 years 
Mark Doerflinger, P.E. Bridge Group Quality Manager, 25 years 
Derek Harth, P.E., S.E.  Bridge Group Designer, NHI Certified, 15 years 
Jon Karst, P.E., S.E.  Bridge Group Designer, 13 years 
Ryan Hagerty, E.I.T. Bridge Group Designer, 3 years 
Scott Moeder, P.E.  Bridge Group Designer, NHI Certified, 8 years 
Les Barnt, P.E., CFM Hydrologic and Hydraulic Analyses, 22 years 
Todd Trotter  Environmental Permitting as required, 12 years 
Andrew Riddle, PLS  Survey, 16 years 

 
Evaluating and repairing existing bridges is one of our strengths. Our bridge design 
team includes four NHI-Certified Bridge Inspectors, with three of them NHI-Certified 
for fracture critical bridge inspections. We are familiar with repairing aging 
structures under limited construction budgets. We will work with the City or County 
to find ways to save time and money.  
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GBA is an Equal Opportunity Employer, with a commitment to workforce diversity 
through recruiting and placing the most qualified persons, regardless of race, 
religion, color, national origin, age, sex, marital status, disability, veteran status or 
genetic information. 
 
Thank you for considering GBA. We are available to begin work now on any bridge 
project if selected. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GEORGE BUTLER ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 
 
 
 

Timothy J. Ross, P.E.    James R. Jarrett, P.E. 
Senior Vice President/Principal    Project Manager 



F I R M  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  

GBA is a full-service professional design firm providing a wide 
range of engineering and architectural services to clients in the 
public and private sectors. These clients include cities, counties, 
state and federal agencies, school districts, commercial and 
residential developers, major corporations, hospitals, 
educational institutions, utility companies, professional service 
firms, and contractors. 
 
Since GBA's establishment in 1969, the firm has grown 
dramatically in both size and capability. Some of this growth 
can be attributed to the expanded use of services by many of 
GBA's earliest clients. GBA's growth is also the result of the 
firm's ability to attract a highly qualified staff of professionals 
representing a broad spectrum of design and planning 
disciplines. This enables GBA to organize "in-house" project 
teams with the specialized experience uniquely suited for each 
project. With an experienced multi-disciplined staff, GBA 
provides clients with a wide range of project types and design 
capabilities including: 

 Traffic analysis and 
engineering 

 Roadways and bridges 
 Construction Inspection 
 Surveys 
 Storm water management 
 Water treatment and 

distribution 
 Sewage collection and 

treatment 
 Lake and dam design & 

restoration 
 Building design and space 

planning 
 Business and industrial 

parks 
 Commissioning 
 Environmental studies and 

permitting 
 Energy studies and retrofit 
 HVAC systems  
 Utility studies and systems  
 Fire protection and life 

safety  
 Park and recreation 

facilities 
 Residential development 
 Renewable energy 

feasibility studies and 
turnkey projects 

F i r m  P r o f i l e  

GBA has worked hard to establish and maintain a reputation 
for uncompromising quality, on-time project completion, and 
fair and reasonable fees. 
 
Each project is considered in its entirety, within the boundaries 
specified by the client and with the comprehensive experience 
and expertise of the GBA staff. The result is an innovative, 
functional, and cost-effective design. 

creating remarkable solutions for a higher quality of life 
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