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Freight Enhancement Program 
 

Expansion translates into job opportunities for the state.  
The third benefit of a reliable, efficient transportation 
system is the opportunity to gain new businesses to the 
state bringing with them jobs and revenue.   
 
As global economies continue the climb out of recession, 
the state that provides preferred solutions for businesses 
to take advantage of the shifting freight situation will be 
poised to capture greater market share and economic 
growth and prosperity.  Missouri must make strategic 
transportation investments to capture those 
opportunities.     
 

Strategic	Transportation	Needs	
	
Pressing freight transportation needs exist in every 
mode and in every county in Missouri.  With reduced 
state and federal revenues, these needs will continue to 
grow.  Therefore it is critical that Missouri prioritize 
those that can provide the greatest opportunity to 
capture the market shares for Missouri.   
 
The interface among major transportation modes 
(highway, rail, air, water) is a critical junction point in 
the freight mobility and goods movement chain.  These 
junction point needs are often the most difficult to fund 
because most available funds are dedicated only to one 
mode.  Examples of this in Missouri are the dedicated 
state road funds, federal rail funds, federal aviation 
funds, and General Revenue for port operations.  
However, Missouri also has the State Transportation 
Fund.  This fund has a growing balance and flexibility to 
be used on any non-highway mode of transportation 
and the junction points between them.    
 
Multimodal Operations Division uses the balance of the 
State Transportation Fund for the freight enhancement 
program for capital improvement construction for all 
non-highway modes and the junction points.  This 
program is patterned after successful programs by 
Florida’s Strategic Intermodal System, Oregon’s 
Transportation Investment Act, and Washington’s 
Mobility Strategic Investment Board.  Key provisions of 

these programs are multimodal focus, investment on a 
few key strategic assets, and stakeholder involvement in 
the decision making process. 
 
Applications for this program are collected annually and 
evaluated based upon the project prioritization 
processes and goals developed in the State Freight Plan.   
 
Some basic ground rules for the freight program.   

 Applicants can be public, not-for-profit, or 
private entity. 

 Minimum 20% match required with priority 
being given to those with higher matching funds 

 Project must be part of a statewide or regional 
plan or support the goals of those plans such as 
State Freight Plan, MoDOT’s Long Range 
Transportation Plan, MPO Long Range Plans or 
Missouri’s  Strategic Initiative for Economic 
Growth  

 Construction of improvements or purchase of 
equipment (such as crane to move containers at 
ports or a transloading facility) would be 
eligible.  Operating costs and studies are not 
eligible. 

 Must be used for transportation purposes other 
than highways in accordance with RSMo 
226.225 that created the State Transportation 
Fund. 

 
It is anticipated the STF balance will provide matching 
funds for two to three needs annually.  However, as the 
needs are identified other sources of funding will be 
investigated including the modal funds discussed 
earlier.   
 
These funds must be allocated annually through the 
General Assembly budget process. For FY17, MoDOT 
requested $1 million for the program.  The call for 
project applications will begin in March with final 
selections completed in June.  If funding is approved by 
both MHTC and the General Assembly for the State 
FY2017 budget, the approved list of projects would be 
presented to MHTC for addition to the STIP.   

 
 
 
 
 


